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Sermons preached of 


late at Ciceter, in the countie of 
8 4 Gleceſter, vpon a portion of the firſt | 

8 Chapter ofthe Epiſtle of Iames : wherein 
the ty ſceueral Hates, of the rich and poore man 
arecompared and examined,the differen- 

ces in quality, and duety berwixe them 

* ſhewed, both directed to ſuch Chri- 
ſtian parts and offices, as the ſufh. 
ciencie of the one may, and 
ought to performe, and the 
wants of the other do ne- 
cellarily require. 
Penned at the earneſt requeſts of diuets 

well affetled Inhabitentes of the place : and 

now publiſhed as wed for the wſe of others, 

4s for the further profit of that parti- 
Chal ay congregation, 
e By Philip Tones, Preacher of the word 
of God in the ſame Towne. 55 
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« Tothe right Reuerend 


Father in God, John, nowe Biſhoppe of 
Gloceſter , and Commendatarie of Briſtow, 
Philip [ones wiſheth the increaſe of all good 
graces ſit for the diſcharge, and anſwering 
of fo great acalling in this lifeandin 
the next , the fruition of thoſe 
ioyes, which are cucrlaſting 
in Chriſt Ieſius. 


the bearing of his name, 

&| belore the Gentiles, and 

& the children of Iſrael, hating paſ- 

gh the handes of many keepers, 
Centurions,Souldiers high prieſts, and go- 
uernours,at laſt — in (eſarea re 


Agrippa the king, who beeing deſirous to 
heare him and his cauſe, & hauing for that 
=_ wen him lawful libertie to ſpealce 
tor h elk he thought and pronounced 

13 tum 


The Epiſtle 
A47.:6.1.3. him ſelfe happie, in that hee was called and 
permitted to anſivere before him of all the 
thinges whereof hee was accuſed of the 
Jewes, chiefly, becauſe hee had knowledge 
of all cuſtomes and queſtions which were 
then amongſt them, In like manner I at this 
time (right Reuerend) cannot but take my 
ſelfe if not in the ſame degree happie, yet in 
ſome proportiõ fortunate , in meeting with * 
this preſent opportunitie for the vſe of free 
ſpeech to, and before you, not in thecu- 
— and queſtions of the lewes, but in 
the thinges that concerne a better ſtate and 
gouernment ſeene, and exerciſed ſufficient - 
ly. For Ieſteeme it no ſmall adiument, or 
furtherance of an honeſt cauſe, to haue ſuch 
a Judge of the controuerſie as both in qua- 
lity is willing to heare,& in iudgement able 
todetermine according to reaſon & equity: 
although at this time it is not my intention, 
to ſollicite you as a ludge in a comon quar- 
rell, but to purchaſe vou as a Patrone to a 
ſchollers work:litle I confes in quantity, & 
far from any exact or exquiſite dog, whe- 
ther you reſpect the phraſe & ſtile, or the 
maner of hidling thorowout the whole tra- 


flate:by reaſon wherof, I coulde fully haue 
ſatisſi · 


Dedicatorie. 
ſatisfied my ſelf, either in the cloſe reſeruing 
— my papers, or otherwiſe in the 
mate comunicating of the ſame with my 
riends:but being preſſed with the unpor- 
tunities of many good brethren, whobeing 
preſent at the preaching, haue made report 
ofthe fruit & they therby reaped, & 
therefore would take no anſwere, but the 
nt of a publike vſe of the ſame, for their 
— comfort, and the profit of others, I 
coulde not in conſcience or curteſie, denie 
fo reaſonable a requeſt proceeding from 
ſuch Chriſtian & comendable minds. And 
hauiog at the laſt, for their contentment in 
this one part (though leauing them diſcon- 
tented, for the reſt, ) veelded to the multi- 
tude of reaſons, wherewith they vrged me, 
I haue taken this courſe, and made this 
choiſe in the publiſhing to vſe your Reue- 
rend name, and patronage for the ſame. 
V Vherunto beſides ſundrie eſſectuall mo- 
tives inducing me (ich for ſome reſpects 
I here ſuppreſſe)one is of good conſequẽce. 
meete in this place to bee introduced, and 
ſpecified : and that is, an earneſt deſire 
wherewnh 1 haue for a ſeaſon trauailed, 
to haue you thorowly acquaynted Yo 
4. 
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The Epiſtle 
the Nate, and trueth of „ actions of 
mine, which by reaſon of the praftiſes 
of ſuche — 2 as Juda and Ben- 
amin ſometimes had , in a matter not 
muche different in nature though ſome 
what in circumſtance, are ſo farre from 
beeing entertayned with lawfull fauour, 
as that they are proſecuted with extreeme 
diſpleaſure vnder you, yea and by you, 
{ as of late in — — and pasſions 

ly appeared) to the great inccurage- 
— — — and no lit- 
tle diſcomfort of manie that profeſſe ſin- 
cerely and diſcreetely. I craue pardon if 
anie ſyllable ſounding to offence, bee in 
my wordes, to your ſelfe or others towards 
whom my meaning perhappes may ſeeme 
to reache : for, I carrie no purpoſe to 
rippe vp, particular matters or to make 
the name of any man odious by complaint, 
but onely acare, and conſcience to main- 
tayne a good cauſe, to deliver the trueth 
of thinges , and to preſerue from wracke 
a Chriſtian account, and ation, which 
according to Salomon maketh fatte the 
bones. V Vhich thinges I fynde my ſelfe 
animated in this forte (or otherwiſe if 
occaſion 


Dedicatorie. 
occafion bee offered) to vndertake 

this ſurmiſe, that to your ſelfe, (I meane 
your ſelfe, ſunplie conſidered, and not by 
others inchaunted) there cannot be a thing 
of more prompt acceptance then an honeſt 
meane 7 — to remoue ſuch vnkinde _ 
cauſeleſſe opmions,as rue luggeſti- 
on haue — — to 
ſcatter ſuch miſtes of accuſations, as by the 
inuentions of malignant ſpirits, haue beene 
plotted, & preferred againſt my tempe- 
rate courſe. ſpeak nothing but that which 


15 common in the knowledee ofthe world, aac 2626. 


as not don ina corner:the dealings of ſome 
men ( Iwill not ſay monſters, being ſuch ſo 
many ſo impudent, ſo malitious, & ſo furi- 
ous againſt vs, as that a way to preuent their 
miſchiefes, and a time to breath our ſelues 
are hardly recoucred, from their ordinarie 
vexations. Whereunto when I adde in my 
private conſideration, the nnmoderate and 
herce proceedings of your ſelf, your courts, 
and officers, by interrupting the vſe of my 
winiſtery, and ſtretching the armes of au- 
thoritie to the vttermoſt (I may not ſay be- 
ond law, reaſon, andchriſtian conſcience) 
tothe increaſe of my diſquictinges, and the 


The Epiſtle 
full meaſure of my moleſtations,] ſee ſinall 
cauſein common ſenſe,of taking any heart 
or ſpirite to fulfill my courſe, and to growe 
on in — = —— whereo — — 
inning of great 15a made,an 
- — 2 layd — them, who at 
this preſent doe inioy the benefite of my 
attendance : when as thoſe who after a ſort 
naturally (by the communitie of office) 
ſhold lend their ſhoulders & hids, to beare 
of the blow es, and iniuries of hypocrites,& 
the broode of vipers, doe contrary to the 
courſe of nature, and ductic, ioyne (as it is 
feared) with them , to ſtrengthen their 
practiſes, and to giue more life to their de- 
uiſes, for the vtter ſpoyle & ouerthrowe of 
many good & ſinguler poſſibilities. which 
thing hath made me of this opinion, that 
either you haue egregiouſly forgotten( my 
reuerẽce to your place & perſon premiſed 
or that vou do wittingly neglect the aduiſe 
or rather charge of the moſt reuerend, & 
honorable. the Archbiſhoppe of this pro- 
uince, (whõ for dutie & honors ſalce, in re · 
ſpect of many his ſpeciall fauors towards 
my ſelfe I here reember) ſent & directed to 
you by letter, to doe nothing, that miglt I 
ted to my diſcourage or troble, bearing 1 a 
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ſelf in that lawful, & anſwerable ſort wherin 
I haue alwayes ſquared, & meaſured the ſe- 


ve uerall parts of my mimiſtratiõ: & whether l 
c · haue done ſo or not, I referte the iudgement 
d to the teſtimonies ofall indifferent perſons 


not ſurpriſed with malice towards vs, nor 
tranſported with parciallitie to the cõtrary 
ort facto yea to your ſelf. & your own ſentẽce. 
ce) when the time ſhal come, and occaſion thal 
are yeeld it (elf, to impart with you the true, & 
& perfect knowledge, of all late accidentes, 
the touching both ſides, and cauſes. In the 
it 5 meane time I conceiue hope of this effect. 
eit that vpon the peruſing of this parte of my 
de- BY poore daily labors, v hich with all ſubtmiſſi- 
e of BY on, and regard of duetie Ipreſent you. your 
uch ſelfe of your wiſedome will diſcerne, what 
that great & manifeſt vntruth the aduerſaries 
my reportes doe carry with them, which ſpare 
ed) not to charge my indeuors, with bitter inue- 
uiſc, BY &ives againſt perſons, and ſeditious ſpee- 
d, x ¶ ches againſt authoritie. and the preſent po- 
licie & gouernment of our church eſtabli - 

ſhed, Ab vino diſce omuet, by this one you j 
may iudge of al my trauels: for I my ſelfe in 
the feare of God do proteſt, & the common 
audience of our aſſẽblies can & wil witnes, 
that p maner & mcthod,vſcd and to be = 
C- 


Joh. Iuellus, 
in lil. de vit. 
Jucl. 


Eccles 7.3. 


1. Sam. 22.9. 


The Epiſtle 


herein, hath beene, and is the true forme 
of my dayly practiſe and performance 
of duetie. And I am not inthe appurte 
nances, and neceſlarie adiunctes of my 
— ſo much to ſceke, but that 

now accotding to the minde of a worthy 
and famous Prelate of this our age, and 
countrey ( whoſe name, and memorie a- 
mongſt vs is better then any ſweete,and ex- 
cellent oyntment as the wiſe manſpeaketh) 
that the preaching of the Goſpell ſtandeth 
not in an idle and vnfruitfull diſcourſing 
of rites, and ceremonies, but in a ſound de- 
livery, and application of do&trine to the 
conſcience of a Chriſtian to worke faith, 
and repentance in the hearers : and there. 
fore 1 doubte not but that howſocuer hi- 
therto Doeg the Edomite hath curried fa- 
uour with his maiſter, by diſcloſing Dad, 
and accuſing Abimelech the ſonne of eAb:- 
rb, I meane how ſoeuer ſome whiſperers 
haue preuayled with your good nature (for 
what thing by crafte is ſooner abuſed?) 
wreſting the ſame to a hard conceit, and 
miſconſtruction of vs, and our actions, yet 
now vpon this juſt, and reaſonable apolo- 
gie for our ſelues, your grauitic will bor- 
row, 


* 


Dedicatorie, 
row, and carry eAlexanders two eares, one gj. 


— alwayes ſtopt, and reſerued for the defen- cab. to. 
dant · ſo ſhall colours be quick ly diſtingui- 

tes | 

_= ſhed from cauſes, and the truth of things 


ſhalbe recemed, and not the informations 
of thoſe men credited, which carry in their 
boſomes large conſciences to diſpence with 
any report be it neuer ſo adulterate, ten- 
ding to my preiudice. And as I doubt not of 
this, ſo I miſtruſt not the iſſue of a further 
thing, to wit: that although Agrippa, not- 
withſtanding Pauls notable and true decla- Acts 2631. 
ration, and the euident immerit of his 3* 
bondes departed from the common hall, 
doing nothing in his matter, ſpeaking well 
of him, and his innocencie but not deline- 
"I ring him according to iuſtice and the ho- 
cM our of a king, yet your reuerend diſcreti- 
} on, hauing diſcouered the pretences of the 
„ duerſarie and having viewed with a good 
eye the vprightnes of our cauſe, will, not in 
regard of vs, but of the matter directly re- 
0 ſpectiue to the honour of God, and the 
nd health of many ſoules, execute with a good 
conſcience, that iudiciall preſcription, deli- 
uered by the Lorde himſefeto Moſes, not 
as pertinent to that time, and his policie 
onely 


1 


At 


- 


: 
i 


* 
* 
. 
- 
4 
5 


1 
„ 


- 
- 
* 


' 
Exod.23.2. 
| | 


1.Kings 4. 
25. 


Dealicatorle. 


onely. but perpetuall for all ages, thou ſhal 
not — * a controuerſie, to decline after 

many and ouerthrowe the truth. And info 
doing I hope the time ſhall come, wherein | 
as in the dayes of Salomon a man may dwell 
without feare vnder his vine, and figtree, 
from Dan cuen to Beerſhcba : and thus ha. 
uing hope for my ſupport I reſt for this F 
preſent, commending my ſelf to your good 
opinion, and ſpeech. and my poore labor to. 
your yr requeſting = theo- 
uerſight, rather your partial, then equall 
mdgment , becauſe of the imperfection: 
ſcattered in the ſame :the graunt whereofl 
ſhall take and re pute, not onely as a ſuffici- 
ent recompence and fatiſfattion for this 
ines. but a ſpurre and prouocation alſo in 
time by the will of God, to ſhadowe vnder 
the breadth of your winges, matters of 
more ſubſtance, and greater perfection. 
The God and father of our Lorde Iefus 
Chriſt, the ſheepehearde, and Biſhoppe 
of our ſoules, who hath furniſhed you 
with many good graces , multiplie the 
fame in you with all things neceſſarie for 
your roome, and place that God by youin 
al your actiõs may be glotified, the . 
13 


Thetext. 


Let the brother of lowe degree reioyce 
in that he is exalted. 

Againe he that is rich inthat heis made 
low:for as the flower of the graſſe ſhall 
he vaniſh away. James t.verſe 9.10. 


The firſt Sermon. 


ID E heard in my reading the 
Ps 2 0 laſt Sabbath, by occaſion 
12 of the fozerunning verſe, 
bow odious befozc God,x 
31 hatcefull in his ſight , the 
A ſinne of hypocrilie,and dub⸗ 
bleneſle of mind is:eſpecially in religion, # 
in the ſeruice of Cod: when men will beare 
fare wether with the wozld, and ſeeme to 
carry good mindes, and vpꝛight affections 
towards Sion, the true Church of God, 
and pet ſecretly wozke the daũgetous effect 
of thoznes and pꝛickes to the ſides thereof, 
As alſo when men wil make their p2ofeſſi- 
1, and religion, as it were a ſhipmans 
ale, and an indiferent thing, [wearing by 
4 Lond.aud by Malcham,and halting be- Zephan. 
vere two opinions, as the people whome 1.5 
etimes Eliah the Pꝛophet Harpely re- iKing 10. 
doued becauſe they cared not _ 


Wrou%, 
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they wozipped God, oꝛ Baall,and paſt not 
whether they lerued God altogether, o2 in 
parte, with whom many of this our age doe 4 
iumpe, ⁊ iopne hands, who make conſcience 

of no religion: foz whether it be the light of 

p Goſpc1,oz the blintnes of poperie and ſu- 
perſtition that pꝛeuapleth, they eſteeme not, 
ſo that it ſerue fo2 their commoditie,and ads 
uantage, hauing a heart, and a heart, as the 
Greeke woꝛde ſigniſicantly impozteth, one 
fo: the olde lawe,and another foz the newe 
learning, as they cearme it. But we ſhewed, 
and p2ooucd both by teſtimonies, c exam | 
ples, that as the ſiune of ſuch men is great, 
ſo is their ende hozrible, and their puniſh · 
ment gretuous many times in this life. And | 
in the concluſion of my fozmer lecture, it 
was further declared, that as it hapeneth in 
the oꝛdinarie vſe, oꝛ rather abuſe of othes, 
that the man which is a common (wearer 
will not ſticke ſometimes fo2 his pꝛolite to 
foxſweare himſclfe, the ſame ſinne being 


| 
increaſed by pꝛactiſe, and by cuſtome grow 1 
en to an habite in him: and as it comes fo 
paſſe alſo amongſt murverers , who ma 
king no conſcience of the laughter of inns 
cent childꝛen, oz ſeruants , will make u 
bones to pꝛocerde further, namely to 
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Sue their hands in the guiltleſſe blood of 

greater perſanages, as appeareth by the pa · Nat. 21.36 

f * rableofche vineyard let out to the huſbands &c. 

men, who hauing flapne the honſhoulvers 

| > ſeruants, did not ſpare to commit the like 

* > outrage, againſt his ſonne, aud heyze, xepꝛe ; 

» - ſentingthep2ogreſle of malice in the lewes, 

p who hauing murdꝛed the pzophets,crucifiey 

ft t laſt the Meſſias alſo, the hepje of all Heb-.r.s, 

le , things, & ſofulfilled the meaſure of their fas Mat.:3.3:, 

e thers:euen ſo it fallethout in the ſinne of hy⸗ 

d, pocriſie, that he that commonly crerciſeth 

n* 7 double dealing, and diſſimulation in woꝛld- | 

lp matters, will ſmell alſo of the ſame in the 

ſeruice of God, putting no difference be» | 

twirt the holineſſe of religion, ond the pꝛo- 

2 phaneneſle of his oꝛdinarie dealings:ſo that % 

whether he vſeth p2aper, oꝛ frequenteth ſer- 

mons to heare,o2 whcther he faſteth,and gt- 

Yucth almes, oz whatſoeuer elle is done by 

him in this caſe,it is done in that ſoꝛt as the 

punterfaite ſhewe of great deuotion was 

made by the people of Iuda, who although 

* vſed toſay the Loꝛd liueth, vet they did Jet. 7.4. 

weare falſely,+ as in that one, ſo in al other 

eligious mattters, they plaide the hy⸗ 

crits. And of ſuch y pꝛophet Dauid ſpea⸗ 

th in þ excellent Pſalme, contayning the 
Az ſumme 


Pſal.78.35. 


35.3 7. 
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lumme of al the beneſites of the Loꝛd, hen - 
ed, and extended to his people the poſteri- * 
tie of Abraham, they remembꝛed (ſaith he) * 
that God was their ſtrength, and the moſt 
high God their redeemer, but they flatte- 
red him with thetr mouth, and diſſembled 
with him with their toncruc,fo2 their heart 
was not vpꝛight with him, neither were 
they faithfull in his cauenant. Meaning 
that their double dealing in his ſeruice was 
ſuch,and ſo great, as that they ranne vnto " 
him, and ſought him early, as though they 
had beene very holy, and religious, but all : 
was fo? feare of puniſhment,and not foꝛ 
ny hearty loue, oꝛ obedience, that they did 
carry towatds God. Thereby together 
with other reaſons, I confirmed the fo2mer | 
ſententious ſpeech of Iames in the 8, verſe // 
that a double minded man is vnſtable not} | 
in one but in all his wayes : and ſo init. 

a 


ring an erhoztation, and direction, to p97 
vnto God to auoid, and flye from all thi 
pointes and partes of hypocriſie, and do- 
bleneſſe of heart, I ended fo2 that time. * 
now followeth in the 9. verſe. — 
ther of lowe degree reioyce. &c. In u 
wo2ds, the Apoſtle i in mp opinion ſe 
to returne to the argument of ioy andp 
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encee to be vſed of vs in our aflictions wher- 
bl as you hauc already heard, hc intreated 
” befozc inthe 2.3. 4. verſes of this pꝛeſent 
chapter. Which argument he hath hitherto 
left. x bzoken of, with purpoſe totake away 
ſuch obiections as might be made and fra⸗ 
med pꝛeiudiciall to the ſame doctrine and 
matter. Fo2 if you would fo2 a triall as it 
were ftrike,and race out the verſes interpo⸗ 
ſied bet wirt this g. and the 4. then jt would 
"7 enidently appeare,and pe ſhould eaſily finde 
that this pꝛeſent verſe is in good ozder and 
artificiall method, added & applied to the4. 
verſe:fo2 there the Apoſtle ſpeaketh ofpeti- 
ence, & of perfection in patience conſiſting 
in perſtuerance in the time of trouble any 
aduerſitie, nd now in this verſe he comes 
backe againe to the ſame argument, and 
¶ pꝛoceedeth therein foꝛ the further comfazt t 
conſolation of the afflicted. And kuowing 

| that amongſt all the croſſes and calamitics 
Lok this life, the croſſe of pouertie and of 
pat in reſpect of cõmon neceſſarics,is both 
Very generall and verygrieuous alſo,yeato 
he weake ſhoulders of fleſh e bload almoſt 
ttollerable,inſomach that many times,pea 
ply we ſee thoſe of that ſkate, which are 
ot pꝛeuented with the grace of God noz go* 
3 Herney 


* 


Fr 


— 


AAS S884 


El 


to ſome diſoꝛders ꝶ miſchietes in thoſe mem 
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tterned by the ſpirit,and ſo not perſwadedt ?: 
relie vppon the pꝛouidence of God , and to 
content themſelues with their pooze condi- * 
tion, do bzeake the walles of obedience,and 
runne headlong into vnlawful actions and 
thereby into the daunger of che lawes, ſee- 
king to ſatiſfie themſelues by thefte, and to 
rclicue themſelues by robbery, and often- 
times murther the conſequence thereof, ras 
ther then ſtand to the miſeries,and indigen- + - 
— of their vnfoztunate place, the holy 
poſtle hauing a ſpecial conſideration here · 
ok, doth heare by his counſell. and perſ wall / 
on labour to cure this maladp, and to apply 
a ſalue to the ſoꝛe of the pooze man, deliut 
ring his mind freely and ſufficiently in the 
matter. And ik we do w diligence conſider, 
and with iudgment examine the contents of f 
theſe verſes, we ſhal linde v the Apoſtle doth 
heare make, + inſtitute a c6pariſon bet wirt 
thole two diuers things, which oftentimes 
are occaſions of temptations &# pzouocations 


| 


which are within the compaſſe of the ſan, 
name ly pouertie, # rithes,of the firſt wherol 
he ſpeakes in this 9. verſe, of 5ᷣ other inthe 
ſequell ofthe place, ſo that I take the — 
lition and over ol — 
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1 tbꝛee ſeueral points to be this .Firſt y Apo« 
dle doch enter into a courſe of ſchooling the 
pooꝛt man ſhewing him by direction, with 
what minde he ts totake, and to beare the 
croſſe ot his pouertic and howe to behane 
bimſelfe in the ſtate and time of his low ves 
gree:that is, he is not tofire his cycs, and to 
loeoke onely vpon the vileneſſe, and baſencile 
ol bis condition, and to dwell till vpon the 
conſidcration ot his pinching neceſſities, but 
be is to take another, and better courſe, 
namely to crecte and lite vp his minde in 
ſome heauenly meditation, to take as it 
were a ſpirituall view of that immoꝛtall ins 
heritance,and celeſtiall poſſeſſion, wherein 
be ſhal be ioyned pattener with al the faith 
full and childꝛen ol God, if he pzactiſe cons 
tentation, patience, obedience, æ godlines in 
p courſe of p ſimple life, whereby it pleaſeth 
God fo} a time ta try #to humble him. Jin y 
ſecond place he vnnertaketh 9 admoniſhing 
t aduiſing ofp rich man alſo, teaching him 
w what mind he is to take,# in what ſoꝛt to 
2 vle the bleſſing,x abundance ok his riches, to 
wit, he is not by occaſid therof to cralt him- 
lelfinhis conceit, ⁊ to lift himſelf vp in ano- 
ptnis of his happines,as though p his welth 
AE as ea 
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but he is to know that as his life is vncer- | 


taine, ſo is his riches , foꝛalmuch as the 


Loꝛd giueth both, and taketh both away at 


his pleaſure:ſo that he is not to ware pꝛoud 
oꝛ to growe arrogant, vpon the taſt and fee- 
ling of the felicitie of this life, but rather to 
be meekly ſpirited, iny time of his greateſt 
floziſhing as knowing that although he be 
now at this pꝛeſent in much p2oſperitte, # 
hoyſed vp to the top and mount of good toz- 


tune, pet he may ſuddenly be turned downe 


to miſerie, and ſtript of all chat now he poſs 


ſeſſeth. Thirdly, and laſtly, leaſt che Apoftle | 


ſhould ſeeme to ſpeak this without his war ⸗ 
rant and euidence. he doth in the latter parte 


5 


of the tenthe verſe, pꝛoduce areaſon as an 
amplification of the doctrine, to foꝛtiſie his 


aſſertion withall, which is done by way of 


ſimilitude conſiſting of the qualitie and na. 
tut ot a common flower of the graſſe,rep2e- 


ſenting the weake ſtate, and ſhoꝛt durance 


of humane pꝛoſperitie: then which flower 


ye know pour ſelues there is nothing moꝛe 


mutable,and ſubiect to a change, by reaſon 
of the ſmall foꝛce, and ſubſtance that it hath 


to abide, and ſtand, in his beautie: fo al · 


though it ſpꝛead it ſelfe gloziouſly in the 
mozning, and ſeenie to be the chung, when 
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in nature hath laboꝛed to ſhew all her ſkill, 
pet the heate ofthe ſunne when it riſeth o⸗ 
uermatcheth the glozie thereof, and makes 
ditt quickly to wither, and come to nothing, 
t Such is the rich man, and his riches. So 
to that by this onely diuiſion, and reſolutis of 
{t the verſes ye may well conceiue what nos 
be table, and neceſſary matter is lodged and 
L contayned in them. Being ſuch, as doth 
2» * concerne all eſtates, and reſpect all des 
ne grees, high and lowe,rich and pooze,the no⸗ 
„ble perſonage and the poozeſt cotager, all 
le and euery one may hereheuce learne a di- 
r- > rection foz his life, and furniſh his minde 
te wich a ſufficient treaſure of inſtructions, 
an how & after what maner to diſpoſe ofhims 
is lelte, and his doings in the beft ſoꝛt to the 
ok gloꝛzie of God, and the enerlaſting comfoze 
a- ok his ſoule. The pooze man becauſe ofhis 
wants and defectes is net to deſpaire: the 
ce rich man by reaſon of his aboundance, and 
er kuperfluities is not to pꝛeſume of himſelfe, 
ne and his abilitie: the honoꝛable is to temper 
on his high degree with humbleneſſe of minde, 
th the lazar 02 miſcrable crtature, to mitigate, 
— and qualifie his ſmart by the vſe of pati⸗ 
re 

in 


ence , as hereafter in the pꝛoceſſe of ove 
peech pee ſhall ſee, by the grace of God, 
A; moze 


— 


The firſt Sermon. 


moꝛe at large, 
Concerning therfoze the lirſt ol our parts, 
although the Apoſtles phzaſe be here ſingu⸗ 
ler, ſeeming to ſpeake of ſome ſpecial o2 per- 
ticuler perſon, vet by cdferring other places 
with it of the lame fozme of woꝛdes, and by 
conſidering the reach of the doctrine to er- 
tend generally to all, I doubt not but they 
are plurally to be taken, and conſtrued. Foz 
the pꝛopoſitid being indefinite, and the con: 
ſequence ot the place ſo ioyntly, and ſenſibly 
depending vpon the pꝛecedence it cannot be 
but equiualent, and the ſame with an vni- 
uerſall ſy tech. To acquaint pou with my 
meaning in plaine termes, albert the Apoſtle 
doth heare ſap let the pooze man, 02 brother 
of low e degree rciovce, it is all one, 02 as 
much as if he had ſaid, let al yooze men, and 
all bzcethzen of low degree reiopce, becauſe | 
that, which he requireth at the hands of one 
of that ſoꝛt, he lookcth fo of all,. and if ye do 
with diligence note, and with iudgment cd 
ſider the ſcriptgre ſpeeches, ye ſhall in many 
places light vpon woꝛdes of the ſame courſe 
e nature , deliuered in ſuch ſinguler maner 
and yet impoꝛting, and including vniuerſall 
confkructions. In that the common name of 
363 


my 


4 


The firſt Sermon. 


} lation of a bzother, it map teach vs, 
what is to bee thought of ſuch a one vpon 
whom it hath plcaſcd God to impoſe, and lap 
the croſſe of pouertie, inwhich cale to bee 
taught. and inkoꝛmed. I take it to be very re» 
quiſite, and neceſſary foz mam of vs: foz we 
tn our common judgments are very carnall, 
and in our opinions fooliſh, who vſe to meas 
ſure the wozthines of a man by the appea- 

| rice,and vpon the ſight and view of his mi- 
ſery doe by and by pꝛonounce him a wicked 
perſon, a vicious liuer, a man accurſed, any 

- puniſhed in ſuch ſozt deſeruedly fot his ſins, 

| when as the purpoſe of God in the viſiting 

| of many with his croſſes, is not ſo much to 


2 notifie,and confirme to the wozld the deſerte 


in them of ſuch afflictios,but either to make 
pzoofe x trial of their faith,o2 elſe to conuert 


A their humiliattons to other good purpoſes, 


ſeruing foz his glozp i their bettering. I ch» 
feſle þ there is not onc man amõgſt the ſons 
of men cõſiſting al of coxrupt #moztall mats 


ter ſo holy, and rightesuſe as that bee de- 


ſerueth not any puniſhment oz correction, if 
the Loꝛde — ſtraightly marke iniqu / 

tres, ę do nothing but that, which the rules 
of his inſtice doe pꝛeſcribe, who then ſhould 


tand: as the pꝛophet ſpeakes:but * Pal 30.3. 
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as it hathpleaſed God in the aboundance of 
his loue, ts take away the curſe of the lawe 


due fo2 ſinnc by the death of his ſonne and 


not to impute ſnne to him that belecueth, 
and ſeeing the very faithfull themſelues are 
ſubicct to croſſes and afflictions ſundzit 
wayes, and in greater meaſure ſubiect then 
the childꝛen of bnbclecfe, it cannot be that 
troubles and calamities ſhould alwapes be 
demonſtrations of the wꝛath of God, oꝛ teſs 
timomes of great ſinnes in thoſe , whoſe 
ſhoulders lye vnder ſuch burdens. But we 
are otherwiſe to thinke, that ſometimes 
God doth diſcipline his childzen by the vſe 
of his rodde fo2 ſome ſecret ſinnes, and im- 
perfections which themſelues doe not eſpie: 
ſometimes hee doth befoze hande pꝛeuent 
their ſins the fruit of that coxrupion, which 
lyeth hidde in them and would otherwiſe 
b2eak forth, except by ſickneſle,pouertie,imv 
pziſonment, hunger , 02 ſuch like meanes 


. 


they be admonrſhed, and reſtrayned : ſomt | 


times he hath reſpect to his owne gloꝛie, bes 
ginning with iudgment it his owne houſe, 
Teaſt he ould ſceme to appꝛoue thoſe ſins 
in his lect , which his iuſtice doth moze 
tarpelypuntſh in the repzobates:ſomcimes 
he doch ſuffer Satan that roaring Lyon 10 
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vis miniſters, to haue after a ſoꝛte power o⸗ 
* uerthe ſtates, and bodics of his childzen 
fon the erperiment of their conſtancie, and 
the inſtruction of others: and ſometimes 
alſo he doth vſe the daungers, t#ertremities 
ofthe ſaints,as occaſions to ſhew fooꝛth his 
owne power, gloʒie. mercie, wiſedome, and 
righteouſneſſe in his church, by miraculous 
delinerances, bzinging them into maniteſt 
perils, and yet finding meanes to pꝛeſerue 
them beyond the hope and opinions of men. 

- Theſe together with other intentions in 
the wozkes of God if they be well conſide⸗ 
> red, will bzivle che ouerlaſhing humoz of 
carnall iudgment, and leauc no roote of 
cauſe in the minde of any man, to take ſuch 
perſons fo2 ſinners , and diſpiſed of God, 
s © whoſeliues are heare ſubiect to ſome erter« 
nall difficulties. In the holy ſtoꝛte of lob, 
we read, that when his tee fnendes, heas 
ring ok the euil that was come vnto him, 
tame from their places to ſee him, and to la- 
ment his cale with him, # beheld che great 
and ſlrauncce miſerie wherevnto hee was 
bꝛought. and the lamentable plight wherein 
he ſtood, they were ſocaried away with the 
ſtreame of a falſe imagination. and conceit 


concerning him chat whereas befoze they 
tookt 
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tooke him foꝛ an vpꝛight, and iuſt man, am | | 


bych in the fauour & loue of God, they now 


bpon the appearance iudged him to be an hp. 


pocrite,and ſpared not raſhlp to affirme, that 
be was in that ſozt 4mcaſure iuſtly plague 
of God foz his his ſins:fo; Eliphaz p; Tema 
nite wiſhed him to remTber and cal tominde 
who euer periſhed being an innoc tt. oꝛ where 
p vpꝛight were deſtroied. J haue ſeen it. ſaid 


he p they which plow iniquit ie, and ſow wic. 


ke dnes, do reape the ſame, ſo cõcluding, that 
Iob could not be innocent 02 vpꝛigbt oꝛ free 
from wickednes,becauſc the fruit & effect of 
ſuch miſfoztunes, # calamities was fallen 
bp6 him. And J doubt not but p in the ſame 
Eliphaz is a patterne of al carnally minded, 
E ignoꝛantly conccited woꝛldlings, who vſe 


comonly to dꝛaw arguments from the afflic- z 


tions of the childꝛen of God, ct᷑luring there- 
upon þ they are not good,no2 honeſt, noz ſuch 
as they would ſeeme to be, becauſe they line 
not inſuch a free, ⁊ happy. glozious Nate of 
like, as others doe. Aherin they diſcouer the 


Nov called ſelues to be as bzutiſh, ⁊ barbarons, as thoſe | 
barbarians of the Ile of Melita, whereinto & 


Paul happened after his eſcape from ſhips 
wzacke, who vpon the leaping of a Uiper 


A®Qzs38.4., vpon his hande, from the fire, cordemned 


him 
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him by e by foz a murderer, #fo2 ſuch a one 
as vengeance would not ſuffer to liue. This 
is in cõmon þ raſh verdits of our Atheiltes, 
Epicures, Libertines, # pzophane Goſpel» 
lers, who reſpecting nothing but the out- 
ward accident, and not confidering by reaſon 
of their naturall blindnes the courſe of Gay 


in his wozkes commit ſinne in their ſenten · ler. 5. vc 


tes, ſpeaking good of tuilſ.and cuill of good, 

ill ofthe righteous, well of the couctous 
whom God abhozreth. They may learne to 
+ corzect their erroneous iudgments both bp 
the ſequell ot that place ofthe Acts befoze ti⸗ 
ted, and by the anſwere of Iob,who to purge 
humſelke, + to defend his innocencie againſt᷑ 

the ouerhaſtie opinions ok his friends affir · 


med that þ Lozd knew his way # tryed him lob. 3. 10. 


1 t that he ſhould come fo2th like the golde: 
meaning p although the wozld was ignoꝛãt 
of the true cauſe of his miſetie, yet Þ knows 
ledge therof was w the Lozd, who vſed the 
ſame as a mean to bzing to paſſe his gteater 
pꝛoſite. Let vs make ſome vſe then of this 
matter fo2 our ſelues,+ know aſſuredly,y as 
on the one ſive it is no ſufficient reaſon to 
pꝛoue the vertue, aud goodnes of a man be* 
cauſe hee hath welth and riches in poſſcſ- 
m, ſo on the other ſive it is no neceſſary 

cons 
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concluſion to condemne a man fo2 wicked, 
and vnrichteouſe , becauſe he is afflicte 
with pouertie and lacke of ſufficient relictt 
fo: himſelfe, the remembꝛance, and conſide / 
ration wherof, wil wozk in vs a charitable, © 
and ©£hiſttan opinion concerning our pooze 
bieten, not to thinke that they are the 
wozſe men in the ſight of God becauſe of 
their harde happe in that caſe, they are our 
bꝛethꝛen till, in p2ofeſſion, and cſlence, flch 
of our fleſh,bone of our bone. of the ſame po * 
poꝛtion in making, and of the ſame mettle 
in ſubſtance, whereof we our ſelues ber wee | 
neuer ſo daintie, are created, and therefore * 
they art not to be vſed of vs with ſuch con · 
tempt and indignitie as thep receiue genes 
rally of the wozlve : fozaſmuch as it is net 
their pouertie that doth either alter their 
nature which is (ill common witch ours, 02 
pꝛouc them to be diſfauozed of the Lozd, the 
caſe ſo ſtanding, that whom God loueth he | 
chaſtencth, and hee ſcourgeth euery ſonne | Te 
that he rcceiueth,and the affliction of a baſe | u 
eſtate, is many times to the man rather an 
argument of the loue of God then a teſtimo {** 
nie of his wꝛath: as appcareth erp2eſly by 


a as 
—_ = as ©” Xe wt 


3 
See 


the woꝛdes of the Pꝛophet Dauid, who be · f 
ing greeuouſly | 


afflicted —— 
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ing the purpoſe of God therein ſufficiently, 
doth pꝛonounce a bleſling to thoſe that did 
pittie his caſe, and conceiue a good opinion 
> ofhim, and of all thoſe, which ould be in 
© the like ſozt vilited: foz he bzeaketh forth ins 
| to this effectuall ſpeech, bleſſed is he that pg. t. t. 
iudgeth wiſcly of the pooze, the Loꝛde ſhall 
deliuer him in the time of trouble, Meaning 
ſuch a one as doth not condemne that man 
 »fo2 accurſed whom God doth afflict with pos 
uertie knowing that there are many cauſes, 
why his hand is in ſuch ſoꝛt heauie vpon a 
man. Secondly by this appellation and tt- 
tle of bzother which the Apoſtle doth heere 
apply to the pooze man, we map learne by 
his example how ta vſe our woꝛds, and tems 
per our ſpeeches concerning men of baſe 
place, and ſtate, To giue them the beſt ſtile 
that we can, and to auopd the intemperate 
humozs of many diſdainfull perſons , who 
tannot frame their tongues to any indiffes 
rent wozds teſpecting their inferioꝛs, but re⸗ 
uile them, and taunte them, and loade them 
with ſuch contemptuous tearmes, as axe ne- 
ther comely in their owne mouthes, noꝛ in as 
vy ſoꝛte fitting the perſons towardes whom 
bey ve ſuch immoderation, Salomon affir- _ 
th that he that hath knowledge ſparech ©1727 [he 
ww WV his 
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vs in no caſe to ſpeake euil one of another. a 
third matter there is alſo in theſe woꝛdes, 
which is not to be omitted without note and | , 
obſeruation,namely that in the Apoſtles di 
rections hcere to the pooze man, and in the 
vle of his name, he doth not cal him the pooze 
brother, oz beggerly bꝛothet, but the bother 
of low degree , although in ſo doing it may 
letine that part of his meaning is to increale 
ann magnifie the glozious craltation of ſuc ß 
a man tothe kingdome of God, which by a | 
compariſon made with a pꝛecedent baſenes, |. 
is made ſo much the moze high and magniß⸗ 
cent,by how much the mozc low and ſimple 
his condition was befoze in the wozld, be 
cauſe that contrary things being one ſet a · 
gainſt another, are then moſt cleerely a 
perfectly ſeen what they are, yet J doubt not 
but that the commodities of the low cſtate & 
apooze man, are hcere inſinnuated, and re 
garded by the vſe of the phzaſe : fo2 the low 
vecree of a man, although it bee accomp#- 
nied with ſome wants in reſyecte of the 
abundance of the richer ſozte, who art 
commonly veſtitute of nothing ſeruing u 
the outward p2oſperitie of this life, yet * 
is free from thoſe hazarves , and =_ 
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whertunto che hygh eſtate of the welthy is 
continuallp ſubiecte. Foz they may in 
good ſeuſe bee compared co hyghe trees 
ſcituated. and planted in che toppes of 
mount ayns, which by reaſon of theit place 
lye open to euery winde that bloweth, and 
tue ry tozme that aryſeth, yea a little puffe 
ol the ayze maketh them to ſhake, and to 
tremble: but the poozer ſozte are with good 
pobabilitie reſembled to lowe ſhzubbes, 
o2 buſhes growing in the vallies vnder the 
winges, and defence of the hilles, which by 
reaſon of their lowe growth, are ſafe from 
the raging Nozme , and beating tempeſt, 
2 they are not aſſaulted with che feerteneſſe 
of tuery whirlewinde, they are not beaten 
with che dzoppes of euerp ſcouring ſhowe, 
I they and and ſpꝛing in quiet, and ſafetyc, 
when the highe Cedars muſt needes re« 
clue cuery wether , and refuſe none, and 
therefoze are many times by contrary any 
furious windes rent and tozne, and ſop2es 
uented of further increaſe. And many times 
ve ſee great and mightie trees by violence 
ofthe wind ouerthzowen bzoken and pluckt 
bp by the rootcs, ſeldome o2 neuer doth the 
like ouerthzowe happen to a lowe and litle 


bu, Againe the hygher a Katclier the tree 
D 2 is 
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is the moꝛe terible is his fall, and the moze 
ſigne, and impyeſſion thereof doth he make 


in the earth: the buſh oz bzamble ſuppoſe he 


bc rooted vp and thꝛowen downe hee falls 
without any harme,aud perceth not. And as 
gaine if a great tree fall, all the bowes and 
bzanches, that are on his falling parte are 
bꝛuled. and cruſht vnder him: but lo is it not 
in the ſh2ubbe : fo2 as his lcaues be few and 
his bzanches ſmall,ſo is his danger the leſle, 
and his harme none at all. All which things 
the riche man foz his admonition , and the 
pooze man koz his comfozte, are to apply to 
themſelues . The riche man whether wee 
conſider him in reſpect of his conctit.oꝛ ſims 
plie of his place, he is a high tree. in his cons 
ceit many times he is ſuch a one, as ſtands 
within the thzeat of the pzophet Eſay. The 
day of the Loꝛd of hoſts is vpon al the pꝛoud 
and hautyt and vpon all that is eralted,and 
ſalbe made low, euen vpon all the Cevars 
of Lebanon, that are high, and cralted, and 
vpon all the Dkes of Baſhan, and vpon all 
the high mountaines, and vpon all the hils 


that are lifted vp: meaning in that place by N 


the high trees, and hils, ſuch manner of men 
as are lifted vp in pꝛide, and growen loltel⸗ 
minded by reaſon of their welch gathered by 
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toueteouſneſſe, thinking themſelues thereby 
to be towers, and walles, as it followeth in 
4 the fiftcenth verſe of that chapter, that is 
ſtronge, and mightie of themſelues, not able 
to bet ouerthzowen. And doubtleſſe many 
ſuch high trees, meane many high ſpirited 
men there arc amongſt vs, who being raui⸗ 
ſhcd, and caried away with an opinion of 
themſelues, are altogether foꝛget ful of their 
„ montall ſtate, they thinke with the king of 
Hubell. that they ſhall liue foz euer, they ſayt 
with Numrodde and his company , let vs 
: buildandget vs a name, they truſt in their $441 4+ 
goods, + boaſt themſclues in the multitude 
| of theit riches, they thinke their houſes and 
their habitations ſhal continue fo2 euer, euen 
| fromgencration to generation, and cal tyeir 
lands by theit names. But what ſayeth the — — 
pꝛophet concerning the end of ſuch men this 
their way vttereth their fooliſhnes,fo2 their 
| beautie ſhall conſume when they ſhall noe 
from their houſe to the graue. And in the 
| propheſie of Ezekiel,there is a notable place Ezek g 
| tothispurpoſe, where the pꝛopbet ſpenking 
bt the king of Aſhur, affitmeth that once he 
was like a Cedar in Lebanon, with fapze 
bꝛanches, aud thicke ſhadowing bowes, ann 
ſhot vp very high. and his + was —_ 
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the thicke bowes, his height was eralttd a» 
boue all the trees of the fieeld. ac. but what 
followes in the place, thus ſaith che Loꝛd J 
haue caſt him away fo2 his wickcedneſle, his 
bꝛanches are fallen, his bowes are bzoken, 
all the people of the earth are departed from 
his ſhavowe,and haue fozſaken him, yea hee 
is gone downe to hell. This is the ende of 
ſuch a highe tree, and the effect of ſuch lofti« 
neſle, verifying that famous ſentence of Sa- 
lomon in his Pꝛouerbs, that pzive gocth 
bcfoze deſtruction , and an high minde be⸗ 
foze the fall. TAhich thing, is of ſome conlc- 
quence to be learned of ali men fo2 warning, 
and to bec conſidered ofſuchmen foz amcu- 
dement, as are ſubiecte to this inne: who 
ik they cannot, and care not to refozme them 
ſelues by that which alrtady hath been ſpo⸗ 
ken yet they are to remember further the 
iudgment of that highe tree, that pꝛoude 
king Nebuchadnezar, who in the p2ophe- 
fie of Eſay is compared with Lucifer, 
which ſaidc in his heart, I will climbe vp 
into heauen, and eralte my thzone beſides 
the ſtarres of God tc. But what followeth*: 
thou ſhalt bec bzoucche downe to the ground 
and tothe ſides of the pitte, and moꝛe of his 
deſtruction pee ſhall unde, if pee = 
| [4 
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the chapter. Nowe in place and degree, 
the riche man alſo is a high tree, and by rea- 
ſon thereof ſubiecte ro many inconuenien⸗ 
ces: euerp ſharpe winde of altcration in the 
common wealth, of inuafions of the enimie, 
and of other grieuous accivents dꝛiueth vp- 
on him: and not ſo onecly, dut in other re- 
ſpectes his heigth is alſo daungerous, Foz 
an hard judgment ſhall they haut that beare 
+ rule, ſo ſapeth the wiſe man: and againe, 
lo the migbtie abideth the ſozer criall: 
nnd againe, the mightie ſhalbe mightilie 
+ toxmented , but hee that is moſt lowe is 
worthy of mercie. The pooze man being a 
low hzubbe oz buſhe is not ſo ſubiecte to 
the Are, to mutations, to iudgmentes, hee 
eſcap*th in ſafetie when the riche man is 
rifled, cruſhed, aud by his mightie fall, like 
2 a greate ſtone from the toppe of the buil⸗ 
ding is daſhed into many peeces , and ſo 
bis fall made vnrecouerable : and there⸗ 
one it is better in my opinion to bee Abſte- 
mius his mule, though carrying great bur⸗ 
dens of wood enerp day with peace and ſafe 
tie, then bee his palfrey cladde in purple, as 
+ bozned with furniture of Golde, and fedve 
with the beſt pꝛouinder, and ſubiecte to 
the ſcarres and ä — 
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in che warres. And this being conſivered ] 
doe not ſee why the bzother of lowe degree 
that is, the pooze man,ſhould not accozding 
tothe Apoſtles wozdes, rather be glad then 
any wap penſiue , fozaſmuch as hee ſands 
farre of from thundzing, and gunſhotte : as 
his Cate is lowe, ſo are his miſchiefes few, 
as his degree is not high. ſo his fall is not 
to be fcared : but bee it that he doth fall, pet 
being within the compaſſe of the Los 
pꝛotection, it is nootherwiſe then the pꝛo⸗ 
phet Dauid ſpeaketh, though hee fall het 
ſhall not be cut off,foz the Lozd putteth vn- 
der his hand, the Loꝛd ſuppozterh, and ſho⸗ 
reth him vp ſo that in his fall there is no 
harme. The ſpeciall doctrine then that this | n 
conſideration, and matter pecldeth, is not | v. 
onely a comtoꝛte to the pooze man, to holde f tr 
himſelle contented with his Cate, becauſe | th 
of the benefite, and commoditie of ſafetye | de 
which it beareth in diucrs reſpectes, but a  ( 
perſwaſion # counſell alſo to the rich man, th 
not to be caricd away with the ytching vayn be 
of ambition, not to hunt with greerdineſſe | w 
after pzomotion, not to bee poſleſſed with be 
ſuch vaynenlozious humozs , as were the ſell 
Dcribes,and the Phariſies, who loued the I hat 
cheife places at feaſtes and the higheſt ſeats I we 
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in the aſſemblies , and greetinges in the 


market, and to be called of men Rabbi,Rab- verſe. i · 


bi. It is an inreuocable decret, that whoſoe- 
uer will exalte himſelfe ſhalbe brought low, 
and humbled. Somewhat it was that Io- 
thamthe pongeſt ſonne of Iervbbaal, tans 


ding in the toppe of mount Ger trim, after ludges 9.8, 


t hat Abimelech the Tyꝛant had vſurped the 
kingdome and ſlaine his bꝛethꝛen the ſonnes 
of Jerubbaal about 70. perſons vpon one 
ſtonc in pꝛopounding his parable to the men 
ol Shec hem affirmed, that when the trees 


went out to conſult about the electing, and 


annoynting of a king ouer them, it was nei; 
ther the oliue that would leaue his fatneſſe, 
| no} the ſigge tree his ſweetneſſe , noz the 
vine his wine, none of theſe trees, being 
indecd woꝛthy of pꝛetermẽt would aduance 
themlelues to the gouernement and kings 
dome, but the contemptible bzamble any 
ſcratching bzyer whereunto Iotham likened 
the ſame Abimelech, be in the p2ive ol his 
heart and the arrogancie ot his ſtomac he, 
would needes take vpon him the ſtate 
be Lozde ouer the reſt, not contenting hi 
ſelfe with that place, which nature and birth 
had aſſigned him: but his highe conceite 
went befoze his fal and his ambitious ſpirit 
was 
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was rewarded with a miſerable deſfruction. 


And therefoze in this caſe the anſwere of | x 
Dauid to Michal his wife,who deſpiſed him I 
becauſe of his dauncing, and retopcing and -Þ 


pꝛayſing of God befoze p Arke,is generally 
commended J wil be yet moe vile ſaid he tht 4 
thus,* wilbe low in mine own ſight, and of 
the very ſame maide ſeruants which tbon t 
haſt ſpoken of ſhall J be had in honour. Ss 
that the firſt ſteppe to true honour in derd is 4 
the pꝛactile of lowlineſle, and a minde free 9: 
from the infection of an ambitious appetite, ©. 
by the vle whereof,althoucch a man map per: 
aduenturt ſometimes by the patiẽce of God 
aſpire to dignities. and offices ot high place, 
pet the ſame is nothing elſe , but a meant 
and pꝛeparatiue to a greater miſchicfe, and 
ouerthzowe. So that my meaning in this Y 
matter may bee eaſily conceiued, which is, 
not to condemne a lawfull authozitie,no2 to | #6 
diſſwade any man from the vndertaking of 
| ſuch roomes of credit and eſtimation as are 
4 of greate neceſſitie in the common wealth, 
and *p2ofitable fo2 the peace and pꝛoſpe⸗ 
i ritie of the ſame , but my purpoſe onely Þ+ 
U is by occaſion of my terte to repzouc the F 
% extremitie , which conſiſteth in a thy 
| and 
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nd hunger to be aloft and to exceeded the 
ommon ſtate ot men: when a man follows 

6 ing the vnbꝛidled ſway of his pzoud conceit 
doth dildayne the ſocictie, and company of 
His honeſt bꝛethꝛen, as not bzooking any e- 
gnalitie: ſaping with Adonijah the ſonne of 


Haggith I will be king, and with Aaman I. Kings. 1. 5. 


the lon ol Hammedatha the Agagite, all the 
honour, and nlozy that I baue, doth not as 


„ Uaile me, as long as J ſee Mordecaye the Heſter 5.23. 


Jew ſitting at the kings gate. This is it that 
A ſpeake of, and againſt a climing humoꝛ, a 
Þ2ambles ſpitite, a diſpoſition inclining to 
pꝛcheminence, not with intent to doc any 
ommon good to the countrev, but with pur⸗ 
pole onely to feede, and ſatiſſie the roote of 
rrocancie, and ambition, to commaund all 
and to be ſubiect to no man. Thich J 
take to be rep2ooued by him, whole life was 
he ſpectacle and pꝛeſident of all humilicie, 


tot the honour that cometh of Gov. TUhich 
Is a thing generally founde in theſe dapes, 
nd therefoze requires a generall warning, 
F02 cuen amongſt vs there are thoſe, who 
houch they are not furniſhed with any 
ellent gifte 02 grace of God, and haue nos 
yinge in them deſeruing — 

ue 


' 
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ſaue onely a little moze money, and welt 
then their neighbours haue, yet they are h 
vnreaſonably ledde away with the fo2ce of * 
this inſolent conceit,as that they vouchſatt 
not a good looke towards thoſe, who alben 
they poſſeſle not ſo much wealth, pet che 
pꝛactiſe moꝛe vertue, and honeſtie, then the the 
ſelues. And there are many petty Abſolom ti 
alſo floziſhing amongſt vs, nothing but th tha 
crowne and kingdome, J meane the Bag, ſpe 
fracye, and roome of Juſtice can conte Þbzo 
them, inſomuch that there is no reſt of ther) aut 
continuall labozings, till they come to ſite! 
downe in the chap2e of Dauid, in that teu / ſwe 
rend place which requireth a great meaſure} J gim 
of judgment, wiledome, experience, know. true 
ledge, and conſcience, from all which chings} one! 
they are as farre, as they are neere vnto they? doe 
gall and bitterneſſe of pꝛeſumption. So that | neſſ 
I ſee the date ol that auncient p2opheſie off 4 ther 
the holy Apoſtle out, and expired, who long a pꝛ 
agoe fozeſawe , that in the laſt dayes ther 
ſhould come perilous times, men ſhould ber 
louers of their owne (clues, couetous, boa! 
ſcrs,p2oud xc, intemperate,ferce,no loucrs 
at all of themp are good, heady, high minded 
louers of pleaſure mote then loucrs of Cod: 


the full accompliſhment of which Napf 
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Whofoeuer ſeeth not, ſecth nothing. But as 
the Apoſtle pꝛopheſied of ſuch men, ſo may 
we pꝛopheſie of the ende or them, not vnder⸗ 
taking the ſpirites of pꝛophetes, but collec 
ting by the ends of other men, who in our re⸗ 
membzance were in ſuch ſozte affected, and 
therefoze cuen in this lite caſted the bitter 
fruite of their owne woꝛkes and qualities, 
that the reward whereof che Apoltle heere 
ſpeaketh. and pꝛomiſech remapning fox the 
bꝛot her ol low degree, which is eraltation, 
| aud great glozye,ſhalbe no parte of their re 
compence , becauſe they ſmell not of the 
ſwete ſpirite ofhumilitie, whichis the be* 
ginning, and ſteppe to that high degree of 
true honour , and felicitie, which is pꝛoper 
onely to ſuch, and reſerued onely toꝛ ſuch, as 
doe decke themſelues inwardly with lowlt- 
- neſſcofmind and humble them ſclucs vnder . Per 5.5.5, 
the mightie hand of God, to whom there is 
a pꝛomiſe of exalting made in due #con- 
uenient time. The Apoſtle haning thus vs 
ſed the name of the pooze man, doth nowe 
pꝛoceed to his purpole,namely to direct him 
to that thing, which in the time of his pouer⸗ 
tie he is to p2actiſe,x that is top, foꝛ ſo it fole 
loweth in the verſe, Let the brother of lowe 
degree re ioyce, e might haue ſaid let him 
not 
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not bee ſoꝛie, 02 let him not bee impatient, 
o2 let him contente himſelfe , oz am 
ſuch like thing, which might well haue 7. 
greed both with his intent and with the 
pooze mans qualitie, but hee vſeth here: 
woꝛd of greater effect and foꝛce. Let hin 
reioyce, whereby he doth labour to remou 
all ſozrow and ſadnes fꝛom the minde of the 
pooze man, wiſhing him not to bee heauy n 
heart,noz dolefull in conceit but rather u, 
plucke vp his ſpirite, to bee of good cheer,” 
and comfozt,yea to conteiue gladneſſe in t 
time ol his greateſt ſmarte of pouertie, vpon 
conſideration ofthe high degree of gloꝛie 
fclicitie wherenuto it is the purpoſe of God 
to eralte him, wherchence euerp one, that is 
ſubiect tothe croſſe of pouertie may dꝛaut 
aut for himſelfe a ſinguler conſolation, and 
-learne withall how he is beſt to behaue him 
ſelfe, when his ſhoulders are cruſht with the 
ſame burden, and yoke,how to ſuppoꝛt, and 
ſcrengthen himſelfe, leaſt he fall into theſe 
daungerous miſchiefes and inconueniencts, 
which the maioz part of that ſo2te, being 
deſficute of grace & gouernement, doc daily 1 
runne into: his beſt courſe is, to fire his eyes, ©' 
by the vſe ol his hope e faith vpon the crown th 
„ 
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Judge hath laid vp. and wil giue to al thoſe 
that loue his appearing, and in a toyfull ers 
pectation ofthe ſame, doe with quietneſſe 
' {uſtapne,and with patience goe thoꝛow this 
ſpeciall affliction, knowing that it pleaſeth 
God ſometimes to vſe the ſame as a meane 
z inſtrument to bzing a man to the knows 
ledge ol himſelt, to faith repentance, payer, 
obedience, and other Chꝛiſtian ducties, and 
at the laſt to the end of his faith, which is the 
#  (aluationofhis ſoule. So that although Y 
/ muſt needes confeſſe that on the one ſive the 
* dzinking of this bitter cup, and the feeling of 
the miſeries of this ſtate map diſcourage a 
man, and dziue him to the dooze of kaintnes, 
and almoſt diſpayꝛe, yet on the other ſive the 
remembꝛance of the pꝛomiſed glozie of God 
to come, and aſſuredly to be ſhewed may as a 
lwerte and pleaſant dꝛaught ertinguiſh the 
fozmer bitterneſſe , and turne the ſtrong 
ſtreame of impatiencie into a quietneſſe of 
contentation, to effectuate ther by that ſame 
I practiſe of top whereunto he is hecre, as it 
were by the Lande of the Apoſtle ledde any 
conducted in the mides of his calamitie. 
And fo the better helpe and furtherance of 
the pooze man to this good vie aud practiſe, 
and to cauſe him both the mo2e — - 
dil, 
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dily, and the moze plentifully alſo to con- 
ceine this top he ts with ſome diligence to 
ponder with himſelfe the moſt loumg court 4 
that it hath pleaſed God to take with him 
ouerand aboue the maner of dealing ber / 
ſeth with and towards the rich man. Fo - 
whereas he is moſt vlualiy in the leauts u! 
the ſcriptures rep2oued, thzeatned, condem⸗ | 
ned, and wiſhed to mourne and lament, 
the pooze man contrarywiſe is comfozted, 
incouraged. cõmended, and willed co retoice, * 
as in this place. Jn the fift chapter ofthis e. 1 
0 
n 


piſtle, Iames ſinges another maner of ſonge 
to the richer ſozt : goe too now pe rich men | 
weep and houle foz the miſeries which ſhall | 7, 
come vpon pou, pour riches are cozrupt,an >. 
your garmentes are motheaten, pour gold 
and ſiluer is cancred, and the ruſt of them 
ſþalbe a witneſſe againſt pou, and ſhall eate 
pour fleſh as it were fire, gc. which woꝛdes 
J could wiſh were wꝛitten in ſome place ob / 
iect to the eyes of al of that ſoꝛte.t hat ſeeing | Z, 
of themſelues they will not remember, yet 
by this meanes they might alwayes bee ads 
moniſhed of their great abuſes committed 
inthe bleſſings of God, and of the plagues 
which thoſe abuſes will bzing vpon them F 
without ſpecdp,and harty repentance, 1 
} 


5 bt 


The firſt Sermon. 


fo2 our vſe, I note thus much by comparing 
thele two places together: that the common 
© ſozt of rich men are wonderfully decciued 
in their opinien, and dee mightily crre in 
their conceite, who imagine that the cnc ly 
true toy and pleaſurc conſiſteth in the poſlel⸗ 
ſion of riches, and in the inioy of wealth. to 
be able to tell much money, to p2oduce good 
ſtoze of golde, to be able to buy, and builde, 
and by continall purchaſe to ioyne land to 
lande, heuſe to houſe, and Loꝛztꝭ ſhippe to 
| b Loꝛdſhippe, ſo to liue, and dwell as pꝛinces 
"= oftheearth, this is the mother of iope as 
4 monglk them: by occaſion whereof they ſing 
and reiopce and ſlap oren,and kill ſhecpe, a 
cate fleſh, and d2inke wine, and ſap, let vs 
tate and d2inke fo2 to mozow we (hall die: 
but this toy proceeding not from Godnoz 
his ſpirite, who is the Authoꝛ and fount aine 
Fok all Chuiſtian and lawfull reioycing, is na 
truc top, but rather a madnes and frantike* 
ies, when as men koꝛgetting themſelues, 
and not conſidering the vanitie of their 
indes. the bꝛeuit ie of their pleaſures, and 
e vncertainty of pꝛoſperity, and carnall 
pealth, doe retoyce in their boaſtings, and 12mes 4. 16. 
In the woozkes of their owne handes, yeain 1. 
thing of nought and 8 haue not we got⸗ 
' ten 
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Amos c. . ten vs hoꝛnes by our owne ſtrength*J deny 
not but that riches being well vſed, and ap | 


plied to their right endes, namelp tothe furs 
therance of Gods glozy, the pꝛeferment of 
his woꝛde, the pꝛolite of his Church, the re- 
lcefe of the pooꝛe, and ſuch other good & holie 
purpoſes a man in the perfozmance of theſe 
ducties, may retoyce with thanke s to God, 
that it pleaſed him to woꝛk in his heart ſuch 
acceptable motions, and to diſpoſe him to 
the ererciſe of the fruites of his faith fo2 the 
diſcharge of his conſcience, and the pꝛouo⸗ 
cation of others to the like obedience, but 
to thinke that where wealth and p2oſperitie 
is abuſed, beeing conuerted to the nouri⸗ 
thing of pꝛide, pꝛodigalitie, banquetting, 


couetouſneſſe, oppꝛeſſion, vſurie, reuenge 


ment, and ſuch like wicked actions, the plea 
ſure which men take, and the top which they 
conceiue to be good oꝛ honeſt, oꝛ any way c 
mendable,is an opinion very abſurd, and vn 
worthy the bꝛaine of a Chꝛiſtian. And yet 
there are ſuch amongſt vs, who being hoods 
winked with the vayle of carnall conceite, 
doe as it were clappe their handes, and 
thzowe vp their cappes at their good fo? 
tune, triumphing in the increaſe of cheit 
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abundance, and goe nofurther,eyther to the 
acknowledging of the goodnes of God, from 
whence all good thinges p2ocecde , o2 to the 
directing of their riches to luche vſes as 
by duetie, and conſcience they are bounde 
vnto. In ſuche cales they ought rather to 
weep and howle as Iames ſpeaketh, becauſe 
all good ſcnſe aud feeling is taken away 
from them, and their heartes not moued 
by the bleſſinges of God towardes them, to 
bee thankefull to him fo2 the ſame, and to 
kructifie in good wozkes to the pꝛaiſe of his 
name, and the good of his Church. Againe 
on the other ſide alſo, the poo e man is not 
free from errour, no2 to bee excuſed in his 
opinion, who by reaſon of the wantes of 
his (fate, and the manifolde miſeries 
which by compulſion hee is dꝛiuen to ſus 
faine , docth quite baniſhe from his heart 
all top, and gladnes, applying no comfoꝛt to 
his mpnde, no peace to his ſpirites,no ſolace 
to his ſoule, but paſſinghis time in miſerable 
carcfulneſſe,and languiſhing by the foꝛce of 


| his imagination. Dee is in this caſe fot his 
7 correction, and remedie, to haue recourſe ta 


the woꝛd of God, and to deriue out foz him · 
ſeife choſe ſweet pꝛomiſes, which are direct- 
Iy made and leueled therein towards him to 

C 2, keepe 


| 
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keepe him from all ſuch miſchiefes,as with⸗ 
1 out the helpe and ſtay thereof, he might dan; 
F if gerouſly fall into. Salomon that pꝛince of 
1 | peace, and of wiſedoine alſo, in his booke of 

„ Pꝛouerbes, oz notable ſentences, affirmeth 
| i Prou.15.16 that alittle with the fcare of the Lode, is 
15 better then great treaſure, ⁊ trouble there⸗ 

f with, as commonlp it happencth to the ri- 
* cher (ozt, who take not ſo much payne to get 
| as they are diſquieted with carke,and care, 
to pꝛeſerue and increaſe that which they 
| haue gotten,and therefoze the ſpiritcof God 
trim io. by the Apoſtle condemneih them, as men has 
uing pierced themſelues thozow with many 
ſozowes, reaping an cuill conſcience, as the 
91 fruite 02 harueſt of their couetous labours. 

Plat37- The Pꝛophet Dauid alſo in that excellent 
| lalme which containeth matter of incou⸗ 
ragement, and conſolation,to ſuch as marke 
and grieue at the pꝛoſperitie of the vngod ; 
ly, and doe after a ſozt ſtagger in faith ve- 
cauſe of the contrary, which is affliction,⁊ 
croſſes, wherewith the childꝛen of God are 
alwayes compaſſed, hee doeth amouge@ o⸗ 
ther things miniſter a comfozt to the heart, 
and conſcience of the weake , like anve* 


7 


: 
: 


verſe 16. quail with that of Salomon, pꝛonouncing 


by. that a mall thing vnto the iuſt man is bet · 
8 ter 


| 
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ter then great riches to the wicked, #migh- 
tie. The reaſon is, becauſe the inſt man, al⸗ 
though he be pooze in condition, yet hee is 
riche in ſpirite and minde, becauſe he depen⸗ 
deth vppon the pꝛomiſe and pꝛouidence of 
God, and contenteth himſelfe with his (mall 
| poꝛtion. But the vurighteeus man, though 
= poſſeſſing much externall wealth is nothing 
ſo bleſſed noz happie as the pooze man bes 

- cauſehcis neuer ſatiſfied:heis like vnto the 
hoꝛſeleech, who hath two daughters crying, 
giue, giue, he is like vnto the barren wombe, 
and the graue which will ncuer bee kull, 
and like to a man that hath the dꝛopſie, wha 
the moe he d2inketh, thinking there by to 
ertinguiſh his thyꝛſt. the moꝛe hee deeth in- 
3 creaſethe dꝛieneſſe thereof, ſo the couctous 
riche man, the moꝛe hee hath, the moze hee 
wanteth, and the moze hee aboundeth, the 
mote he thinketh himſelfe deſtitute, + there- 
fore careth not what vnlawfulllmeanes hee 
vleth to make his commoditie, hauing no 
feeling of conſcience, and no ſparkle of the 
feare of God in him. And therfo2e it is that 
the holy Apoſtle Paul reſolutely affirmeth Tin, 
in this matter, that godlines is great gaine WE 
if a man carrie a contentation, end a mo- 
deration ofminde. Foꝛ therein conſiſteth the 
C 3. true 
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true ſufficiencie of this life, and without it, 
there is nothing els but the verie plague of 
greedines, and of vnſatiable auarice, which 
is the roote of all euill. And to theſe places 
we may adde alſo that ſame pꝛottſtation of 
the Pꝛophet, made foz the increaſe of his 
owne comfo2t , and of others in ſuch lozte 
minded as him ſelfe , beyng grounded vp⸗ 
on the tryall and experience which he him- 
ſelfe had gotten inthe courſe and race of his 
whole life, pzofeſſing that hee had beene 
young, and was then olde, yet he ucuer ſaw 
the righteous fozſaken, no2 his ſeede begs 
ging b2ead,UAhich is a ſpecche full of ſweet 
incouragement to the faithfull man, know- 
ing thereby, that howſoeuer it pleaſeth God 
fo2 his triall co afflict him with pouertie, t 
externall wantes, ſo that hee hath not the 
like fulncſſe and meaſure of releefe as the 
vngodlie man hath, pet he is neuer foꝛſaken 
of the loue and fauour of God towards him, 
but is in ſich ſozte regarded, and bleſſed of 
him, that although hee leave a pooze life, 
and is not furniſhed with plentie of tem; 
po2all thinges, yet that carnall want is an- 
ſwercd, #recompecev, with ſtoze of ſpiritual 
graces, which arc the onely true treaſure,* 


riches which caunot periſh, wherot Fen 
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no doubt ſpeaketh to p Corinthians,when he 
ſaith concerning himlelfe,x other his fellow 


pet alwayes teiopcing, as hauing nothing, F 
pet polleſſing all thinges. And our Apoſtle 
James alſo vrgeth the ſame to the conſcien⸗ 
ces of the rich, after this ſoxte , Hearken 


wozkers, that they were as ſozrowing, aud Ce g 10. 


mp beloucd bzethzen, hath not God choſen lames 2. f. 


the pooze of this woꝛld, that they ſhoulde bee 
rich in faith and heyzes of the kingdome 
which her hath pꝛomiſed to them that loue 
him : Thereby conmncing the rich men of 
the wozlde,ofparcialitie, and euil iudgemẽt 
in their thoughtes by their owne confeſſion, 
becauſe they knew that God had pzomiled p 
inheritance ofhis kingdome to the pooze, E 


had adozned them with the richcs and ex* Math 5.3. 


cellencte of faith, and yet they vſed reſpect 

$ ofperſons, yea, they deſpiſed the pooze, and 
7 oppeſſed them by ty2annie, #d2ew them 
befoze iudgement ſeates. The like argumtt 

alſo Paul vſeth in another place of the Co- 
rinthians ,where ſpeaking of the ſtate of the 
Church ol God in Corinth, which conſiſted 
but of meane , and ſimple perſons,who not- 
withſtanding confounded, and onerthzew p 
wiſedome of the Scribe. the eloquence of 
the vilpyter,and the vnderſtanding of all the 
WS C4. Philoſo- 


x verſe 6, 
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Philoſophers of Greece, he remembzeth the 
* ſame Church thcreofm cheſe wozdes. Bie⸗ 
then pou ſec pour calling. bew that not mas 
nic wile men after the fleſh, not many mig 
tie, not many noble are called, but God hath 
choſen the fooliſh things of the wozlde to cõ 
found the wiſe, and the weake thinges ol the 
old tu confounde the mighty things, and 
vile things of the wozlde, and things that 
are deſpiſed, hath God choſen, yea chinges 
which are in mans iudgement nothing, to 
Hing tonought things that are. Sothat the 
pooze man vpon the conſideration of this, 
that although hee ſwimmetch not in the out- 
warde commodities of this life, as the wic- 
ked doe, yet polleſſech in good meaſure the 
graces, and bleſſings ofthe ſpitite, whereby 
that whichts otherwiſe wanting,and defec 
tive tn his ſtate is farniſhed in his minde, 

bereuyon wich good reaſon, and iuſtly hee 
may ſeparace all ſ(ozowe, and lamentation 
from his heart, and diſpoſe him ſelfe to ſome 
comfo2t,aad chꝛiſtian reioycing, and teſtifie 


wich the Prophet, Thou O Low haft giuen 


me me top ok heart then the ſonnes of men 
baue had wheirtheir wheace, and their wine 
did abound; Let ma; therefoze tri- 
umph in cheruffe oftheir pleaſures, and — 
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who will hew vs any good ?: that is plant 
their ioye and felicitie in riches, and in fre- 
quenting the vaine delights of this life, let 
the pooze mi ſolace himſcit᷑ with the light of 
the Lows countenance, & with che remem- 
byice of his fauoꝛ, which he map aſſure him- 
ſelfe to be greater tiches, than all che Golde W 
of Ophyr which is m India. on the Siluer . Chang. 

which Salomon had from the Rings of A- 1. 
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E are not to pꝛetermit in 
i | this matter an examing 
tion of the latter parte of 
8 that not able p2oteſtation 

&| ofthe pzophet Dauid ci | 

| ted the laſt day out ofthe 
— chte andſeut Plalme, © 
where for the conſolation of the pooze, iuſt, 
and righteouſe man hee p2ofeſſech that 1 
hee had neuer ſeene himſelfe fozſaken of tte 
Loꝛde, ſo alſo hee had neuer ſcene his ſecede 
left ſo barely, oꝛ dziuen to ſuch extremities, 
as that they were fozced to begge their 
bꝛeade: a thing, which the pooze man 
is with ſome diligence to conſider as mas 
king fo2 the better ingendzing of his con 
tentation and comfozt : foz whereas the in 
creaſe of the pooze mans miſeric conliſteth 
many times in the view of his wife, and chil- Þ 
dzen, whoſe minde by reaſon ol them is ſo F 
much the moze oppꝛeſled with care, by how 
much the leſle he ſecth any oꝛdinary meanes 
to leaue them after his death in any good 02 
reaſonable Nate , it cannot bee, but that 
when hee ſhall linde out a remedie fo2 this 
ſpeciall griefe hee ſhall with great _ 


53 
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applie himſelfto the conceiuing of this top, 
PF wbercofbeis bere by the Apoſtle Jamesre- 
membꝛed. This ſalue 02 remedy, the pꝛophet 
Dauid will quickely giue him, fo2 he ſpea⸗ 
th to the cõſcience of the poozeman, where 
the wound oz ſoze lycth, pꝛoteſting in the 
wore of a pꝛophet, and man of God, that 
© the ſeede of the righteouſc man was nes 
uer ſeene by him begging bzead. TAhich 
woꝛdes are not ſo to bet taken, as though 
I che iſſue of the righteouſc man, ſhould be al- 
wayes lefte in ſuch ſufficient caſe in reſpect 
ot outward things as that they ſhould ne- 
uer want any thing ſcruing fo ſupplying of 
cozpozall wants, but the ſenſc of the woꝛds 
is, that the aflictions of this life, and the 
I vle of the Lozds trials is not alwayes per- 
manent, no} continually remaypning in the 
ſeede and poſteritie,of a righteouſe man, but 
¶ that all the cozrections of the Lozde vſed tos 
I wards them are momentany and fo2 a time, 
and indure not alwayes : ſo that although 
himſelfe doth dye, and be vntimely taken a- 
way from his childzen, pet the Loe who 
pꝛouided foz him in the time ot his life wil 
becarefull foz his poſteritie after his death, 
ſothat they ſhall inioy his good bleſſings, 
and bee pꝛeſerued to cuermoze, Uhereas Pfalz.. 
on 
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on the contrary the ſecde of the wicked mx 
ſhalbe cut off. His childzen ſhalbe vag 


of their deſtroped places: his poſteritie hab 
be conſumed, and in the generation follow 
ing his name ſhalbe put out:yeay iniquiti 
of luch childzens fathers ſhalbe had in cov] Ss 
tinuall remembꝛance with the Loꝛd, ſo tn 
accozding to the tenoꝛ, ⁊ courſe of the then 
contapned in the la we, the telouſie, am 
fire of the Lozwes wꝛath ſhalbe kindled u 
hot, and ſhall burne ſo furiouſly, and ſo cos 
tinually againſt them that their intquitites 
ſhabe viſited vpon the childzen , vpon the 
third, and fourth generation, of chem that 
hate him: but on the contrary the beames i 
his mercie,and the ſunne ſhine of his faucur 
ſhal Cretch,# be extended vnto thouſands tx 
them that loue him, and keepe his commaur 
dements. The perfozmance of which grac 
ous pzomile,if there be any that ſtand doubt 
full of, and ctherefoze ſeeme ta diſtruſt the Wh 
fozmer pꝛokeſſion of the pꝛophet Dauid, br We 
cauſe they ſeethat the olſpꝛing of many good Wee 
and righteous men doe not iniop the (ame Wt 
pꝛomiſcd bleſſing , but are oftentimes left 
very ſimplye, and dzinen to many inconue- iſ 
niences, inſomuch that without the * 


The ſecond Sermon. 


d relecke of others, they might not onely 
wenrre but famiſh and periſhe, and come to a 
mer table ende, they that pauſe vpon this 
atter,and ſuſpend their iudgmert, as not 
diting the truth of the pzomile , noꝛ the 
epozt of Dauid, are firſt to te nſider, that it 
As a part ofthe perfoꝛmance of the ſame pꝛe⸗ 
Wiſe, that it pleaſeth Ecd by his ſpectall 
pꝛouidence to moue the hearts of good men 
to ew compaſſion vp the deſolate and fas 
elle child zen of a richteouſe man, to be 
Jaken vp of them, and pꝛeſerued by them 
om the common miſeries and miſhappes 
frhe wozlde, whereas on the contrary the 
unt pꝛophet hath conſtantly affirmed, that 
02 a tull puniſhment ot the ſinnes of the wic · 
d, it ſhall ſo come to paſſe after them that Palle 
here ſhalbe none to extend mercie vnto 
hem, neither any to ewe p!:ttie vpon his 
herleſſe childꝛen. Agatne they are in this 
atter to carry a good eye, and ſound iudg ; 
nent, and to compare ſcripture with ſcrip* 
ure,and to conſider what the Loꝛd ſpeaketh 
d this purpoſe by his pꝛophet Ezekiel, wher 
bee makes this pꝛomiſt conditionall. Tf a 
ne ſhall ſec the ſins of his father, # feare, Frek.18.14, 
and not doe the like. at. he ſhal not dye in the 146. 
diquitie of his father, but hee _—_ 
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live:but if the ſon be cruel,a ſhedder ofblcaj 
an adultcrer, an oppzeſſo2, an vſurer, v ha 
takt intereſt, if he doth theſe things, ſaith n 
Lo2d,ſhal he liue ꝛhe ſhal not liue: ſetingt 
bath dont all theſc abeminations he ſhal dy 
the death, and his blood ſhalbe vpon hum 

Lene ear, pe ſec how this matter andeth. Dou mt 

„  ncevsconfeſle,pſeeing God doth not afin 

no2 puniſh any man iniuriouſly o2 vniuſth, | 
therfoze the affliction,and miſerie which te 
polteritic of a righteouſe man are ſomtinu 
ſubiect vnto, pꝛocecde not from any rigo 
too much ſeueritie in God, but from the i 
ſart of their owne actuall, and perſona 
ſinnes, God is not ſo crucll 2 pzepoſterow} 
in his iuſtice as to puniſh one man fo} the 
ſinne of another: ye ſhall vſe this p2ouerir 
no moze ſayth the Lozd, the fathers haut ty 

terſe i · . ten ſomꝛe grapes, ⁊ the childzens teeth ary 
ſet on edge, but the ſoule that finneth tha 
ſoule hall dye: and therefo2e the ſenſe oft 
law in Exodus is this: God will viſite the 
iniquitie offathers vpon their childꝛt᷑: true, 
if they hate him, if they p2oceede, and perſe 
uer in the ſins of their fathers : otherwiſe 
they foꝛſake their fathers ſins, they ſhal not 
feele their fathers plagues. And againc,God 
wil ew mercie vnto thouſands :true,to — 
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that loue him. that keep his comandements, 
that do continue and goe fozward in their 
fathcrs 6bedifce & holines: but if they break 
of p courſe, ⁊ pꝛactiſe of their fathers vertue, 
they hal cut theſc lues of fr the taſk of their 
fathers bleſſings:ſo þ although amongſt vs 
many times it comes to paſle,y the childzen 
© ofagood ma,of a zealous pꝛoteſtãt, of a chꝛi⸗ 
ſian vnſpotted in his life,are deſtitute of re« 
leit, 4 left to thſelues, # run into miſcheifs, 
they pꝛolper not, they play the vnt hꝛifts, they 
ſpend all. they continue not p name,# honeſk 

A roome, and repozte which their fathers had, 
we are not to thinke þ there is any fault in p 
p2omile of God oz defecte in his pꝛouidence 
but rather we are to aſſure our ſelues, that p 
apoſtacie of þ childzen from pᷣ ſteps of their 
good father hath pluckt vpon them that iuſf 
plague which their fins haue deſerued, 4 (a 
are the authozs of the ir own deſtruction. A 
third regard there is alſo to be had in this 
matter. and p coſiſteth in þ igno2ice,+vnſufs 
ficifcie ot our iudgmẽts, ſoꝛ we many times 
are deceiued in our opiniõs, taking v mi fox 
juſt # righteous which is not ſo in derd: ſo ỹ 
by rcaſon of þ want of perfect knowledg in 
this caſe, we are caried away W p main cuzs 
tit of falle ſentences, g W doubt _ 
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the pꝛomiſe of God. Therefoze wee are n 
ſec a watch befoze our heartes, and to keeye 
the dooze of our lippes taking heede howe, 
and what we doe thinke and pzonounce cow 
cerning the ſeede and poſtericte of men, em 
the ſtarc of their fathers : fox many a mm 
haue been taken foz honeſt, zealous, well diſ- 
poſed,a good Goſpeller, ⁊ a man vpꝛightin 


his actions who neuerthe leſſe hath played 


the hypocrite in all theſc things, and carri- £' 
eda viſo before his face to blinde the eyes, 
and to abuſe the tudgments of the wozld: ( 
that it is nomaruetle,that wheras we tcoke 
bim fo2 a man of great integritie and codli- Þ 
nes, being in our opinions decetucd,his iſſue Þ 
and generation aſter him tracing in the F 
ſame ſteppes of hypocriſie and iniquitte with 
their fathers, are viſted with the ſharpe rod 


ofthe Loꝛdes indignation, growing into ne- 


ceſſitie, impotencie, beggery, and ſuch like Þ 
milerics, the fruites and reapings of ther 
owne vdiſſolute ſowing. De ſee then how the 
woꝛdes of the pzophet Dauid are to be taken 
EF how the pooze man is therhence to collect, 
and applie to his ſicke conſcience, his ſalut 
ok comfort. Let him content hunſelte with 
his lowe degree: let him ſcrue the Loꝛde in 
pureneſlc of ſpirite, let himrelye in al things 

vþon 
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bpon his good pzouidence and accozding to 
his habilitie pꝛouide fo the good education 
ol his childꝛen, and then let him commit bim · 
ſelfe to the Loꝛde, and commend his chtl- 
dzen te his pzotection : bee giueth co beaſtes 
their foode, and to the young Ranens their p(@1,49 5. 
ſuſtenance. The fowles of the heauen that 
ſowe not, reape not, and carry not into anp t. 66. 
barnes are fedde by your hcauenly father. 
© The Lillies of che fielde doe ſpzing, and are 
clothed in ſuch ſozt, that Salomon in all his 
glozie was not arayed like one of them, how 
much moze will he cloth, and fecde you, your 
wiues, your childzen, your familie, pour po- 
F Ceritie foz euer, if pet bee not like Gentiles 
I wichon: faith, but like good Chyiſttans withs 
out immoderate thought,not as thoſe whoſe 
whole delight is ſeated and planted, in 
3 PÞammon which is riches, and made ſa 
3 dunken with the pleaſures of ſinne, that 
3 God and all godlineſſe is quite fozgotten, 
and out of minde,but as choſe that firſt of al 
ſeeke his kingdome and che righteouſneſſe 
thereof,co whome there is this ſmeet and ſin» 
gulet pzomiſe made, by him in whoſe mouth 
there was neuer found guile, that all other verſe. 33. 
neceſſaries whatſocuer belonging to the pat · 
lcruation,of our bodics, — natures * 
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by him ſufficiently pꝛouided, and miniffrey 
aboundantly fo2 our vſe, and comfoꝛt. Pt 
will not be amiſſe in this matter fo2 the be- 


nefite ofthe pooze man, # his better induce» F 


ment to contentation and top, to goc a little 


karther, and to conſider how much bis cſtatc 


is commended in the courſe of the ſcripture, 
and pꝛeterred befoze the tate of the riche 


man. Foꝛ J aſſure pou foz any thing that 


can read tothe contrary, that the qualitie of 
a low degree being in many places cdpared 
with the condition of a rich man, the firlk by 
reaſon of ſome ſpeciall aduantages which 
it caricth,recetueth moſt eomonly the wor 
thier place, aud better commendation then 
the other. J will not ſtand vpon this point, 
that it pleaſed the ſonne of God Chꝛiſt him · 
ſelfe, to make choyſe of a pooze eſtate vpon 
earth, rather then of a riche, and of an eſtatc 
ſo pooze,as that by his own confcſſion, the 
Foxcs had holes, and the birdes of the hes 
uen had neſts. but he himſelfhad not where- 

on to reſt his head, ſo that in his perſon wee 
map ſee and finde the condition of pouertie 
ſanctiſied vnto vs, and not in him onely but 
in his Apoſtles alſo, who left and foꝛſooke al 
that they had, and followed him, inſomuch 
that Peters particuler ſong to the creeple, 
might haue beene longe of all et them, il 
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-ncr, and golde haue J none, the obſeruation 
of which point might lerue ſomewhat to 
the matter, but J will lcave examples, 
which doe rather beautifie then pzooue, and 
reco2d that which is erp2eſſcy, as taught, t 
commaunded by Chiſt, ſeruing very fitly to 
the purpoſe, in a place of Mathew, where he 
® directing a certayne young man a courſe to 
©. growtoa perfection in the commandemẽts Mat. 19. t. 
wiſhed him to goe and make ſale of all that 
he had, and giue it to the pooꝛe, and to ceme 
« folow him, By which woꝛds we may cas 
ther how the fate of pouertie was commens 
ded by Chzift vnto him, as a better trade, 4 
conditts of life thẽ þ poſſeſſion of great lads, 
which then he retapned. J will not ſay that 
this is a thing neceſſarily belonging to our 
time, and that the pꝛecept 02 counſell there 
giuen by Chriſt to the pong man is general. 
as binding vs r cthers now to the pꝛeſcrip⸗ 
tion thereof, as thoughe, that without the 
ſale of our goods and the vndertaking of a 
voluntary pouertie. not mi might perfozme 
y meaſure of feare 4 ſeruice which God re- cc 
quireth, fo2 ſo ſap our aduerſaries , but I h rien, 
know pthe ſame direction was ſpeciall fozp <c = 
ume. i perfonal fo2 v yong mi whoſe inward 34 
diſeaſe Chzilt ſearched, + touched byß ſharp- 
nes therof, cõtaining a rule oz pattern of per 


| 
ö 
| 
| 


= Ez I. a_ cc. co Eb.  n aRAacDDDS 


The ſccond Sermon. 


fect loue, which he was to looke into, and to 
frame himſelf accowingly, who befoze Hag 
ging of chat ſuffictencte and full obedtence 
which was not in him, had lyev egregtouſly 
to Chiiſt,in affirming chat he had kept al the 
commaundements of the ſecond table from 


his pouth and lackt nothing, whereofhee | 


was immediately in the pzeſence of Chai 
at that time conuicted, being ſo farre from 
the pꝛactiſe of any ſuch perfect and abſolute 


loue,as that vpon the ſpeechof Clift, be de. 


parted heauie aud ſoz0wfull, becauſe he bay 
great poſſeſſions:whereby he apparantly be 
w2aped, how many leagues he was of frdz 
conſummate obedience, in that be p2eferrcd 


bis couetouſe affection, befoze the loue that | 


he falſely pzecended co carry cowardes his 
neighbour. But althaugh the ſame directi- 
on reached foz chat time to him onely and 
perticulerly, pet Jdoube not but the (ame 
may ſerue now as a peculter rule, foz ſuch a 
one as ſhalbe founde culpable ta the ſame 
fault, and offend in the ſame erroz wich him, 
But luppole not, pet mp collection is 
mobable, that the two ſeuerall conditions 
of pouertie, and riches being there ſettt one 
againſt another in that young man, the firf 
iy regarde of the police of che an mt 
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ferred bcfoze the latter: fo2 otherwiſe to 
what ende ſerueth that ſame conſequent 
judgment of Chzilk vpon the ſight of that 
young mans behautour, pronounced to his 
diſciples, and that with an aſſeueration. 
Uerelp I ſap vnto you, that a rich man ſhall 
hardly enter into the king dome of heauen, 
nnd the Euangeliſt Marke repozteth the 


ſpeech to haue beenc deltuered in maner of — 


} admiration, how hardly doe they that haue 
riches enter into the kingdome of God: mea 
ning that the very poſſcfſing of riches is 

ſuch a pulbacke oz rather plague vnto a 
man, as that it keepcth him from ſuch good 
actions, and Chyiſtian courſes,which other- 
wle not being in that ſozte burdened, her 
might cheerefully perfozme and pꝛoſecute 
with delight, fo2 the diſcharge of thoſe ſeue- 
rall dutics, whereunto he is bound by the 
woꝛd and lawe of God, And pet this is not 
al that is there vttered by Chiilt to the pur · 
pole, but hee pzoceedcth further and affir · 
meth the matter not onely hard but impoſſi⸗ 
ble alſo that a richeman ſhoulde bee ſaued: 
inſomuch that che paſſage foz a Camel 
tough the eye of a nedle is caſier and 
moze poſſible, then the entrance of a riche 
man into the kingvome of God, A barde 
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ſpeech J confeſſe, and pet the ſpeech ol him 
whole truth a knowledge map not be called 
in queſtion, being {zimſclf the very truth, but 
ye may ſap to me, as the diſciples ſaid then 
vnto Chzilt, being erceedingly amazed at 
the wozdes, who can then bee laued: J 
ſwere, ſuch as ate not in mind p20poztiona- 
ble, no in qualitie like to that pooze man, 
| from whom the occaſion of this ſpeech grew 7 
and was taken, foz I acknowledge that ti · 
ches it ſclfc conſiderer ſimplie, arc the good 
creatures of God, and in their nature they 
are not euill, but commodicus, and pꝛoſita · 
ble diners wayes: but in that place Chaiſt 
indeede ſpeaketh of ſuch rich men. as in their 
calz ge. Wealth are idolaters, tos which things ſake Þ 
the wzath of God commeth vpon the child}? | 
of diſobedience : ſuch as incline their hcarts 
not tothe teſtimonies of God but to coucte* F 
ouſneſſe, making their gold their very God, 
not by p2ofeſſis, but by a kind of curſed con» 
fidence planted therin, And the truth ofthis Þ 
app2oueth by the foꝛmer place of Marke, 
where it is euident that Chztilt ſpeaketh of 
"RI ſuch as put their truſt in their riches, the 
20. very ſame woꝛdes being there expꝛeſly vs 
d. So that not riches but coueteouſneſle 
is hecre condemned as the thing hormone 
c 
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ceth an fmpoſſibilitie fo2 an entrance to ſal · 
uatton,and as it were a barre and obſitucti- 
on that keepcth faſt che doo2c opening a paſs 
ſage to the kingdome of God. Notwithltan- 
ding ye ſce, how that Chzift in that place of 
Mathew although hee tareth onely that 
groſſe ſinnt which dependeth vpon riches, 
pet he pzonounceth the difficultie oꝛ impoſlis 
bilitie againſt the riche man without any 
ſpcciall limitation : becauſe indeed we are 


& ſo pernerſe in hearte, and in nature ſo coz» 


rupt, as þ without an extraozdinary grace, 
and couernment, it is impoſſible that we 
ſhould not pꝛeſume of our wealth, and ware 
pꝛoud thereof, and foꝛget God and ſo runne 
into thoſe miſcheifs, in p whirlepoole wher / 
of the cõmon ſoꝛt of rich men are miſerably 
plunged, Foz we ſee what the vntuerſall 
caſe almoſt of all our riche men is, hauing 
their thoughts eſtratnged from God,and all 
loue of godlineſſe baniſhed fro their hearts: 
being ſet out in colours in the perſon of that 
rich man, the parable of whom is knowen of 
al his kinſmen. but his ſin is auoyded of few 


of tht: who vpõ pᷣ large increaſe ofhis fruits: Luke.246. 


and the plenteouſe bleſſing of his groundes, 
did not diſpoſe himſelf to returne the duty of 
chikfulnes to god fo2 p ſame, but applied his 

D 4 heart 


— 94 


| Verlc ut. 


Eſay z 6. 11. 


The ſecond Sermon. 


heart to the delight, and pleaſure therereof, 
being occupied with care fo2 the amplifping 
of his barnes, & the gathering of his goods, 
and the pꝛocuring ofthe caſe of his ſoule, to 
tate and dzinke, and take paſtime not conſi- 
dering in whoſc hands and power that ſoule 
of his reſted, who fo2 the abuſe of his plente- 


ouſnes,* pzophane ſecuritie plucke the ſame | 


from him, when he thought himſelf far from 
any ſuch plague oz perill. This is the er- 
acte image and mirro2 of the moſt rich men 
of our time, who being depꝛiued of all ſpiri⸗ 
tuall, and Chꝛiſtian ſenſe, and wholy poſſeſ- 
ſed with a ſpirit of carnall grecdineſſe, ſeche 
onely the things of the wozld,coueting to be 
rich in themlelues,but not in God, vſing all 
vnlawkull pꝛactiſes, and vngodly pollicics, 
to hale, and pull coꝛtuptible pelfe into their 
hãds, wherby they bewꝛay themſelues to be 
no better then greedie dogs, as the pꝛophet 
ſpeakes, which thinke that they haue neuer 
enough. And from this filthy fountapne, 
ſpꝛings the foule ſtreames of their irreligi⸗ 
ous lines,their pꝛoud coceits,their voluptu⸗ 
ous deſires, their pꝛophane epicuriſme,their 
bꝛutiſh foꝛgetfulneſſe of God, his honoz, his 
woꝛd, ⁊ their own duties euery way. Let vs 
looke fo} carte vyb che lace perticulerly o 
0 
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our own coſitt᷑ep ; take a view of the oꝛdina⸗ 
ry courſe oflife in thoſe who amogſbvs ſic in 
p highelk roomes, by reaſon of their welth, 
beare the ſtroke in gouernment, and other 
matters, where ſhal we find moꝛe Atheiſme, 
barbarouſneſſe, confuſion, looſeneſſe, out · 
rage, ſacrilege, and what you will elſe then 
mmong them: Foz their owne parte they 

thinke that they mape ſinne by authoꝛi⸗ 
tie being as men not ſubiect to the checkes 
oz controlements of any, their lykings bee 
T lawes, and their wils reaſons : and as they 
them ſelues liue without lawe, ſo doe their 
families without oꝛder: their houſes being 

not lodgings foz Chziſtians, but harbours 

foz Sauages: not ererciſcy with anie one 

point of good diſcipline, o2 pietie: but ſuffe- 
red to ſtande as monuments of miſrule, and 
| ſpectacles of all kinde of lewoneſſe: their 


childꝛen fed, but not taught: their ſeruants 
and retinue, as farre from the feare of Gon, 
and the fruices thereof, yea from humane ci⸗ 

2 uilicie,as they ext neere to the contempt of 
4 God, the irreuerence ot his woꝛde, and the 
diſhonour of his name by their common 
ſwearings, and blaſphemies, And J woulve 
to God that this were the fault onely of the 
Libertines ofour age, who carrie no note 
at 
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at all, noꝛ marke in the matter of ʒeale and 
ſinceritie, but this abuſe,# ouerſight (which 
may iuſt ly pzouoke tearcs, ) is crept within 
the doozes and roofes of ſuch as make great 
ſhew okreligion. t are reputed of the nuniber 


of the beſt ꝛoteſſoꝛs, and fauourers, whoſt 


houſes are not in ſuch ſoꝛt purged artfonna 
from theſe comon coꝛruptious, 2s in ſoule 1 
wiſh, e thiſelues in conſcience are bound in 


to. Ahich thing J take to be molt requiſte 


fo their conſideratio,4 moſt wmoꝛtby of thut 
chꝛiſtiã attendance & carefulnes,p ſo al lum: 
bling blocks of offence, & occaſions of ſlan- 
der co our common cauſe may bee renioued, 
wherby p enemp that ſpeaketh tuill of vs as 
of euil doers,map by our good wozks which 
he ſhal ſee, glozify God in y day of viſitation, 
fo that I hope you now conceiue by the pie- 
miſcs,the ſul ſenſe t reaſon of the fozmer al- 
legation 02 ſpeech of Chiift, pꝛonoũcing the 
impoſſibility of entrance into the kingdome 
of God againft the rich man, ſtanding in the 
difficultie of applying bimſelfe, by occaſion 
of his wealth, to the pꝛactiſe of good things: 
and in the impediments which doe accomps 
nie the poſſeſſion of riches, withholding 4 
man from the free courſe ofchiſtianducies,# 
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meaſure yeelve himlelfe vnco,the erpericnce 
whereofis very large, aud plentiful amongſt᷑ 
vs, fozaſmuch as wee finde not one riche 
man almoſt amongeſt a hund2ed wel giuen, 
religious, zealous, a louer of the trueth, 
a regarder of his ſoule, and ſaluation, moꝛc 
then of his luſte and pleaſure , but from 


the leaſt of them ta the greateſt , with lere. 6.13. 
one minde and conſent they dꝛawe after co; 


uetouſneeſſe, following the wap of Caine, & 


caſt away by the deceite of Baalams wages: Iude rr. 


3 ſo that wee may runne to and fro by our 


+» +a es SAID. 4/48 


ſtreetes, as by the ſtreetes of Ieruſalem, in lere. gj... 


the dayes ol leremie, and ſeeke and enquire 
in our open places if there bee any one man 
amongſt our great mt᷑, that executeth iudge* 


ment, and ſeeketh the trueth, but wee ſhall 


not finde him: they haue altogether b20- 


ken the poke, and burſt the bondes , and 


haue not knowen the iudgement of the 


Lowe, ſo that in this caſe I cannot reſem⸗ 
ble our time better, then to the time where; 
inChutlt liued, wherein the myſteries of the 
kingdome of God, were hid from the wile & 


Nudent, and men of vnderſtanding, and Mar.rr.25. 


were opened to the ſimple pea vnto babes, 
and wherein the great men, the pzinces, the 
Tcribes, and the Phariſees, and the =_ 
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ſoꝛte deſpiſed Chꝛiſt, and counted the pe 
ching fooliſhnes but the pooze by his own 
teſtimonie, and triall receiued the Goſpcl, 
were not offended in him. J will not here 
(although good occaſion is offered) enter in. 
to a rehcarſall of the common ſpeeches cf 
our great wozldlings, and Atheiſtes, who 
ſwelling with pꝛide, and almoſt renting a- 7 
ſunder with diſdaine and rancour, becatiſe 
of the libertie of the Goſpel, and the paſſage 
of the wozd (maugre their hearts & beards,) 
doe bzeake out into that ſame wicked aun⸗ 
ſwere ot the Phariſees to their officers, con - 
cerning Chꝛiſt: who beeing amazed at the 
grace of his wooꝛdes, and ſtricken in their 
heartes with the efficacie of his doctrines, 
were ſo farre from doing violence vnto him, 
as the high Pꝛieſts had commaunded them, 
as that contrariwiſe they bare witnes of 
his power, and confeſſed the ercellencic of 
bis ſayings,affirming,that neuer manſpake F 
as he did. But what ſaid the Phariſces* are 
pee alſo detcciued: doe anie of the rulcrs 02 
of the Phariſees beleeue in him: but this 
people that knowe not the lawe are curſed: 
theſe are the very fozmall woꝛds of the looſe 
liuers of this time, whoofpurpoſe to dil- 
grace as much as they can the Preachers 
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the woꝛde, and to diminiſhe the glozy of the 
Goſpel it they coulde, doe vſually make come 
pariſor.s betwirt the baſe condition of ſuch 
as are louers of the trueth, and diligent hea⸗ 
ters of the woꝛde p2eached, and the high de- 
gree of thoſe that make a mocke of Chziſt, 
and apply themſelues to the perſecuting of 


him in his ſaintes and members: looke (ſap 


they) what a ſoꝛt of beggerly, and pooze fel⸗ 
lowes doe follow him, ſuch as haue ſcarce a 
peecc of ſiluer in their purſes, o2 of bead in 


their houſes, they are his diſciples, and are 


become great holy folkes, and will ſhoꝛt ly 
pꝛoue Preachers, and pꝛoceed Doctoꝛs . but 
who ok vs doe fancie him ? doe net wee that 


bee Gentlemen, rich men, rulers, andmagi⸗ 


ſtrates ſpeake cuill of the man: doe not wee 
repo2t the wooꝛſt we can of him, among our 
ſelues, and to ſtrangers: doe not wee cons 
temne his pulpit talke, make a teſt of his 
theatnings, and pꝛeferre accuſations, artts 
cles, and billes of enditements againſt him: 
there are none of vs that doe loue him, and 
therefoꝛe both hee, and they that heare him 
are deceiued and accurſed. Thus the Phas 
riſces of our time deale with vs, and ſhewe 
themſelues as it weer in p2ine, to bee ſuch 
maner of men as were the Jewes, whole: 

hearts 
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hearts vpon the hearing of Stephens woꝛds 
bꝛaſt fo2 anger, and whole teeth gnaſhed vys 
on him: and ſuch allo, as were the Pzieſts, P 
and captapne of the Temple, and Sadu- 
ces in Icruſalem,who being not able to con - 
taine themſelues, by reaſon of the malici- 

ous ſpirite wherewith they were poſſeſſed 
becauſe that Peter and John did ſuche, and 


ſuche thinges in their miniſterie, they amm 


vppon them and tooke it grieuoufly , that 4; 
they taught the people, and p2eached in 

the name of Jeſus the reſurrection from 
the dead, but they are condemned by 
their owne mouthes as euill ſcruauntes, 
diſclayming from the loue, and knowledge 
of that thing, and of thoſe men, who ought 
to bee their ioye, andpleaſure, and would 
bee a ſauour of life vnto life in them, if 
they were oꝛdayned to ſaluation , Thee 
confeſſe that in erternall bzaueries, and 
in the glozie of fleſhe , and pompe of the 
woꝛlde they exceede and goe beyonde vs, 
but this is not a thing that maye bzeede 
a iuſt offencc in anie ot vs, fozaſmuche as 
the cauſe of fayth and religion, doeth not 
hang vppon the leeues, and authozitye of 
men, neither doth conſiſt in multitude no2 


in che degrees of perſons, but the ſame is 
to 
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tobe iudged by the eternal and immutable 
wozde of God, which is the woꝛd of trueth, Coloſſ..s. 
of life, of ſaluation,of reconciliation of p ſpi⸗ 
rite,the onely rule & direction of the faichfuls 
ſo that although the heathen do rage, and the 
people murmute, the kings of the earth band 
themſelues, and the pzinces do aſleinble tos 
gether , pet all this may bee againſt the 
>= Lozdc,and againſt his Chziſt, with purpoſs 
to caſt off the yoke of his ſeruice, and to Plats 
& beake the band of their obedience, foꝛ mul- *. 
titude is no pꝛiuiledge fo2 trueth, neither 
is gentilitie, any warrant fo2 godlines. The 
true wiſedome of God, which is the Goſpel 
was not known of any of the Pꝛinces ofthe 
I wozlde , fo2 had they knowen it, they would Cora 7. 
not haue crucified the Lode of nlozic. 
And therefoze albeit in number we be few, 
ineſtate pooze , and in byzth not Gentle- 
men, yet in the knowledge of God wee map 
be noble, in faith riche , and in the ſight of tames 2.5, 
God as pꝛecious as the honoꝛable. Dea, in 
this matter the caſe doth ſo ſtande, that fox 
the moſt parte thoſe thinges, which to the 
epes of the woꝛlde ſeeme moſt excellent, and 
by the judgement of man are commens 
ded, and p2eferred, are notwithanving abs 


hozred of the Lozde, whole eyts beholve, 
not 
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not the face and legges, but doth pearce in 
to the reynes: and ſo likewiſe on the con- 
trarp, thoſc thinges which in the opinior of 
men are vile and of no eſtimation, are neuer- 
theleſle in high account betoze God. F 02 hee 
ſeeth not as man ſecth, foz man lookcth on 
the outward appearance, but hee beholdeth 
the heart, ſo ſaide the Loꝛde himſelfec to Sa. 
muel, being deceiued in the faire complexi- 
on and high ſtature of Eliab, the eldeſt ſonne Þ 
of Iſhaie. It is a notable ſentence of Salo- 
mon in his Pꝛouer bes to this purpoſe, Btt ; 
ter is the pooꝛe that walketh in his vpꝛight⸗ 
neſſe, then hee that peruerteth his wayes 
though he be riche, and againe, a pooze man 
is better then a lyer,mcaning that although 
aman be deſtitute of riches, and yet doeth 
poſſeſſe, and pꝛactiſe vertuc, he is to be eſtet · 
med aboue that man, which hauing much 
wealth, yet ſtands voide of all honeſtie, ſo 
that if there were nothing elſe but this onc⸗ 
ly good thing following the eſtate of the 
pooze man, pet it miccht bee a fufficient mo- 
tiue, to pꝛouoke him tothe ioye, and reioy⸗ 
ting which Iames doeth here ſet before him, 
becauſe the feare of God, «nd obedience to 
bis trueth doeth not conſiſt in golde, and ſil- 
uer, in many poſſeſſions & noble . 
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but in a regenerated ſpirite , and in a heart 
purified by faith.TUhich ſpirite heart, ſee» 
ing hee may plentifully'be adozned with, al⸗ 
though in the externall things of the wozld, 
her ber not ſo full as others, there is no rea- 
ſon that he ſhould paſſe his time with teares, 
and ſeparate all comfozt from his hearr, the 
bleſſed Apoſtle affirming foꝛ his conſolati- 
on, that the kingvome of God is not meate 
e © no2 dzinke,no2 any ſuch outward things. but 


righteouſnes 
Ghoſt: and fozaſmuch alſo as by the ſimple⸗ 
neſſe of his condition, and the abſence of ri⸗ 


ches, being the very chaynes and tecters of 
che minde, he may moze quietly apply hims 
leite to che ſeruice of God, and runne the 
th WW courſe of righteouſneſſe, cending co the gate 
e- Wi of Gods kingdome moze pꝛomptly then the 


rich man, who bp reaſon of the loade of his 
wealth, is ſo pꝛeſſed with care, and pꝛiſon⸗ 
ned with carnall cogitations, as that het 
hardelp can diſpoſe him ſelfe accordingly, 
therefoze the man is the ſooner, and the bet» 


ter to content him ſelfe with his pooze, but 
im, Npꝛontable tate, and not either by griefy'rs 
to Ftomment yimlelfe, og by a hungry humoꝛ to 
(il Worer that ching, which map bꝛing with it 
ics, Ne trouble then quietnes, and moꝛe diſad⸗ 
but E. uantage 


and peace, and iop inthe hulte Nm 47 
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usage then commoditie i he make pꝛice of 
the ſweet freevome of his conſcience. A very 
reuerend, and learned Diuing of this latter 
» age, diſputing of purpoſe concerning this 
matter, ſettech dowae bꝛieſly diuers ſpe- 
ciall thinges wherein the ate of the pooze F 
man, is moze happic and foztunate then 
the condition of the riche , which althougg 
at che firſt bluſhe it maye ſeeme to bee | 
ſomewhat ſtraunge, becauſe wee ſee how 
euerie man contendeth to auopde and flee 
from the dooze of pouertie, as from a 
Scoppion , and is as vnwilling to come 
neereit,as a marriner is loth to appꝛoche a 
rocke in the ſea fo2 feare of ſhipwꝛacke, yet 
vppon a ſober and p2udent balancing of the 
differences, it wil appeare _ pꝛobablt, 


——— 
ſape with — t 
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with the cares of the wozlde , and deceite- 
fulneſſe of riches, as the other is, which 
arc expꝛeſſely called thoznes by Chai, 
becauſe in many they do ſuffocate o2 choake 
the good ſerde of the wozde, and makes 
them altogether vnkruitefull: the rich man 
hee is in mynde troubled, in bodie buſineſs 
ſed, in his thoughtes diſtracted , hee hath 
ſo manie farmes co viſite, ſo manie yoke of 
Oxen to logke vnto, ſo manie bargaynes 
to make; ſo muche money to paye , and ta 
recepue, add ſo many thinges to doe, as that 
hee can ſpare no time to regarde the ſtate 
of his ſoute , no2 ſpende an houre top20s 
uide his ſpirituall wealth, and wel⸗ 
fare, by the hearing of the wooꝛde of 
G DD, the meanes of his ſaluation pꝛea⸗ 
ched, and if he doe by chance come to a ſer⸗ 
mon at any time, it were as good, 02 rather 
better hee were abſcne : fo2 although his 
bodie bee in the Churche , pet his wits run 
vppon his buſineſſe, and his ſenſes arc oc⸗ 
cupied about other matters, the vopce of 
the Pꝛeacher is as an vnperfeet ſounde ta 
bis eares: hee reteiueth the beginning of a 
ſentence, but attendesnot the latter end: he 
heares the latter end, but hath foxgotten the 
rr paſle, that — 
2, 


Nat. 13.23. 
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he came to the cemple with lisic deuotion, ſo 
he returnes home with little pꝛolite, but the 
pooze man is at libertit in reſpect of theſe 
thinges, his minde is not in ſuch ſozte foꝛe⸗ 
ſcalled, noz his wits with ſuch cares trou · 
bled, but with a free minde, and conſcicnce 
pꝛepared with the feare of God, he doeth ap⸗ 


ply himſelfe to his ſeruice, deſiring to in- 


creaſe in knowledge and in all good things, 
holding nothing ſo pꝛecious, as the dil⸗ 


charge of his duetie in that caſe, the glozie | 


—— God, and the Chꝛiſtian care of bu owne 
alnation | 


Againe, the riche man is Couſine | 
germane to Diues the glutton, who as hee | 


was full in his purſe, ſo he would ncedes bet 
delicious in his fare: his wealth and his vi ⸗ 
et muſt bee cozreſpondent , he muſt eate and 
d2inke of the beſt, his table muſt bee furni⸗ 
ſhed with all the velicate meates, and dzinks 
that may be gotten foz money, making his 
bellie his God, and planting a kelicitie in 
the varietie ol meates, and dzinks,and mul- 
titude of diſhes, And heerehence growe the 
inconueniences and miſchiefes of ſurfeting, 
d2unkenneſle, wantonnes, conc 

and idleneſſe the mother of all wickednelle, 
fo2 the bellie being full, 6 
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reff, and not of this one lie, but of the diſea 
les it the bodic alſo, as the Goute,and dzops 
fic, with others of the like nature, the fruits 
of ſuperfluous, and immoderate feeving. 
But nowe the pooze man as het cannot by 
reaſon of his wantes,ſo he doth not acquaint 
= Himlclfe with ſach a gluttonous kind or life: 
” hecontentes his nature with a little, and 
" therefoze hath his body ſound, bis mind vn- 
cozrupt, his limmes ſtrong foz labour, his 
legges pꝛopoꝛtiona ble, and by reaſon of his 
good courſe, liueth long, ———ů— 
ace, which is the bleſſing of God, whereas 
the goꝛged riche man doeth by his intempe⸗ 
rance abbzeutate the continuance of his own 
life, and ſo committes a greate ſinne in the if 
— ſixt commaunvement of the Erod et 


enen by rcaſon of his 

3 daylie labour, aud ominarie trauell in his 
vocation, doth ſo weakenthe foꝛces & pows 
ersofhis bovie fo2 the time, as that in the e 
uening, and houre of reſt, he refreſheth him- 
ſelfe with great pleaſure, hauing that ſmect 
comfoze of nature which is flecpe,as it were 
at his commandement: whereby he is ſo ſuf- 
liciently reuiued, that in the moꝛning he re⸗ 
„ luſtie 
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luſtie. ioyfull, and fit fo2 his wozke, whereas Þ 


the riche man is in this point like to Ahaſ- 
ſucroſh the king of Perſia, of whom we read 
in the booke of Heſter, who could not 

in the night, and therefoze called 


the bodke of the Recozvs, oz Chzonicles k 


the lande, that by peruſing of them, hee 


might dziue out the time of the night: | 


N 


our riche men conſiver not that it plealeth 


GOD manye times fo2 a puniſhment ta 
them to withholde his benefite of natural 
llcepe from their eyes. the ſame being a ſpe 
ciall gifte ot his, fo2 the pzcſeruation of our 
nature, which otherwiſe without the ſame 
could not poſſibly indure. The firſt man A- 
damcoulvc not leepe af himſelfe vutill the 
Lo cauſed it to fall upon him, as ſhewing 
thereby that it is in his hands either to giue 
it o not to giue it. to ſend it 02 to withyzaw 
it as pleaſeth him. And therefoze in the vſc ol 
his iuſtice, he doth many times depziue the 
riche me of this comfozte, ſuffering them to 
dye toſſing, x tumbling vponthetr beds.de- 
ſtring this ozdinary refreſhing , but cannot 
haue it, and I my ſelfe haue hearde many of 
them complayning of the want thereof, chat 
they paſſe many nightes. with little ox n 
3 


* 


* 


dz ſome ſkirre and noyce,not conſidering the 


” muche, but the latietie of the riche will 
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happe oz foꝛtune, by the length of the night, 


iuſtice of God afflicting them in that ſoꝛte 
with vnreſt in the night. to put them inre- 
membꝛite of p ill ſpending ol the day, which 
thing being regarded ol Salomon, made bim kecl gt. 
to affirme , that the ſleepe of him that tra⸗ 
uaileth is werte, whether hee eate little o2 


not ſuffer im to ſleepe, and againe, the 
hearte of ſuche a man taketh no reſt inthe 1>2-:3. 


night. | 

Moꝛeouer, the potze man, by reaſon of 
the -perpetuall neceſſicies of his life, is ſo 
weft gecuſtomed with common afflictions, 
as hunger, loſſe, difpleaſure , imuries, 
want ot money and ſuthe like thinges , as 
that it is no trouble noz diſquietneſſe vn · 
to him, when he is in any ſuch ſoꝛt pinched, 
bera uſe his youth, and age, and all the 
dayes of his life hath beene nothing els but 
as it were a ſchoole of diſcipline, and furs 
nate of tryall to him, and therefoze what · 
ſoeuer ctolle happeneth , hee doeth endure 
it with patience , and vnderccoe it with con 
tentation, beyng well pleaſed with his lot, 
but the rich man þ hath bin acquainted with 
ns ſuch crolles,hauing liued in eaſe, wealth. 
C 4. friends 


ad Sermon. 


friendſhippe, pꝛolperitie, quietnefſe, pleas 
ſurc and delight, and therefoze not know- 
ing what affliction meaneth, when he by the 
hand of God is neuer ſo little touched, whe 
ther it be with an iniurie, enemies, hunger, 
lolle of childzen, landes, o; wealth he is by 8 
by carried awap beponde che limitcs of all 
reaſonable patience, he fretteth, and fumeth 


and taketh on like a madde man, yca, ſome« = 


tunes fometh out blaſphemies againſt God, 
and complaineth of the harve dealing of 
God tawardes him, as though God were 
vound by the receite of ſome benefice of his, 
to extend alwapes the partes of loue 4 cur- 
telic foz ſhew of thankfulneſle : and ſo thin · 
king that God ſhoulde Mill let him liue in 
Cuch a flouriſhing Kate, as ſomtimes he did, 
when he feeles but a (mal altcration,though 
it be but a gentle ad monition, he takes it in 
no good part, he growes outragious, & will 
not be perſwaded to any moderatiõ of mind: 
ſo that it is impoſſible that the vers 
tue of patience ſhould poſſeſlc his t 
the poozeman is p2epared fox euery occaſ · 
on, come what affliction-02 aduerſicie will 
come it is no newes to him, ſeeing the 
whole courſe of his life,hath been a pꝛactiſe 
of bearing and ſuffering. 
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Laſtly the pooze man hauing lined in his 
eſtate with a good conſcience caried 
in all bis actions, when the time commeth 
that hee muſt pay his due to nature, and goe 
the wap of all fleſh, death which is common 
to al, is welcome co him : hee hath no great 
wil oz teſtament to make, no goods grotT by 
= vſury,and opꝛeſſion to reto2e,no maſſe of 
money to leaue behinde him, no ſtoze ot trea · 
ſure to bzeede in him a hatred of death, but 
= knowing that che ſame is his poꝛt of reſt, and 
concluſion of all ſoowes, he receiues it qui 
etly iopfully, and Chꝛʒiſtianly. But oh what a 
ferro) to the mind of the riche man is the con⸗ 
I ſideracion- of death, bowe many greeuous 
ines bach he marching befoze him, which 
makes him to abhozre the ende of his life: the 
reſpect of his fazmer felicitie in chis wo2 ld. 
bis wife, his wealth, his plate, his cofers, 
bis lands, his houſes his ſeruants, euety of 
theſe perticulers miniſters athouſandoccaſi- 
ons of deſiring like to his heart, and as he ly» 
eth loath to dye, ſo hee knowes not howe to 
pepare himſelfe fog che ſame , but many 
times it comes ſa to paſſe, p the man yp hath 
paſſed all his life in ſinne, and ſecuritie, and 
vanitie without a diſcharge of a good conſci⸗ 
ence towards God and the wozlde,is wo 


The ſecond Sermon. 


iuſtice of God ſo farre from repentance, m 
a Chꝛiſtian ende, as that what with carnall 
cares, and hope oflonger continuance, am 


other things of the like qualitie,wherof $# 
tan at that time will powꝛe in plent ie, am 
ſufficient number into his head and b2aines, 


he (hall haue no remembꝛanct of making n 


attonement bet wirt God, and his ſoulc, but 


ſhall die deſpcrately without hope of merci. 


and tmpenitently without remozſe fot his 


inne: this point of difference in the depar 


ture of the rich and pooze man ts notably 
touched by the ſonne of Sirach, who in one 
verſe cryeth out, O death hem bitter is the 
remembzance ofthee to a man that liueth n 
reſt in his poſſeſſions,vneothe'ma that hath 
nothing to vere him, e that Hath poſperiti 
in all things. But in ᷣ next vorſe he p2ocley- 
meth, O death how acceptable is thy iudg 
ment to the needy vnto him frengrh 
fayleth, and is vexed with all thinges, . 
hereby is pzooued, that good reſolut- 
on concerning yeath that the pose man ca 
rieth, being glad when the ende of his milt 
ries appꝛocheth: but contrariwiſe p hoo 
and feare of death. which poſſeſſeth the mim 
of the rich man, who can in no caſe abide ts 
heare ſpecch of the ſame , being the thing 
that amongſt all things elſe hee leaſt b100- 
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keth,z moſt abhozreth. Now all cheſe things 
being couſidered J referre the iudgment ca 
pour lelues which of theſe two is the happt- 
er man: the rich with ſo many inconueni⸗ 
ences attending his perſon,o2 the pooze with 
ſo many aduantages accompanying his e⸗ 
Nate, and whT ye haue paſt yout verdit, chen 


apply it to the pzeſent wozdes of Tames fox 


8 the frengthning ol bis direction of top to 


the pooze man: fo I doubte not but that the 
dililigent obſcruation of theſe differences, 
as it cannot but bzeed in the riche man a 
kinde ofdiſiking of himſelfe; and bis condi⸗ 
tion, ſo it cannot but ingender in p pode mã 
an allowance, ę appꝛobatið of his pouertie, 
ſo cauſe him pmoze willingly to pꝛactiſe top 
g contencatton in the manifolde diſtreſſes of 
this life. But now by p wap iffo2 your ſatiſ- 
faction pou aſke me this neceſſary queſtion, 
what maner of pooze men I ſpeak of al this 
while,becauſe þ matter is ſõe what doubtful, 
in y there are diuers perfans,going vnder p 
name p title of ppooze,who by rtaſõ ot᷑ their 
le wd. x wicked caurſe ot life deſerue no iot ot 
theſe good ſperches. but rather p whip e co2- 
rettion, ę al maner of diſgrace being ſuch as 
are bnwozthy in any good plate to be remt᷑· 
bjed oz ſpoken of; q wil ſhoꝛtly reſolue 1 


man vpon whom it God notts 
| . beſtow 
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that by the pooze man J doe not vuderſtan | 
the idle begger,and rogiſh companion, whe | 
not applying himſelfe to any ozdinary ly 
bour, makes a pzofeſſion of beggery , an 
liues altogether vpon the ſpople : ſuch bot 
by the lawe of God, and the commendable | * 
lawes of this realme pzouided in that be. | 
halfe, are co be puniſhed accozding to the » 
meaſure ofthetr ivleneſſe,andqualicie ots ;, 
gabond liuing: neicher doe J meane by the 900 
Pooze man ſuch maner of perſons, as are tu 
common hauncers of alehouſes, vuchziftes, VY m 
ſpendals, and dunkards, having ſcarce , fl 
ther pennie tn their purſes oz conte to ther po 
woulders. and pet all the werke long lye a FJ an 
ſuch cipling places, hauing no regard at 1, 
honeſt # good repozt amongũ men. Thich Þ gy 
ſpecial thing I could wiſh bpſome ſtuere ir du 
der might de refozmed in this place, wherin tie 
chere are many offendozs in this caſe , the t 
negligent conſideration whereof is occaſi- Þ yg 
on of manp riots and of che lawein I gi 
many poynts (and of much ſinne alſo)but by Þ an 
che pooze man J meane ſuch a one as it the 

cor 

all; 
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ſcripture by the ſpirit of Gov is comment 
unto vs, and committed to our regarde, the 
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deſtoto ſo great a poꝛtion of riches as vpon 
others foz ſome lecrete purpole of his wiſe- 
dome, being no tall Cedar, no man of great 
office 02 authozitie in the common wealth, 
but an artificer 02 handicraftes man, labou⸗ 
ring diligently in his manuarie trade z 
© Ccience, torelecue himſelfe, and maintayne 
his familie thereby, demeaning himſelfe hos 
k neſtly as a chʒiſtian, and quietly like a ſubs 
inthe feare of God, and accoꝛding to the 
qualitie of his vocation, ſucha one in ſcrip- 
ture J take to be ment byp name of a pooze 
man. As fo2 our roges, and vagabonds J ex- 
¶ clude them ous of the role, and number of 
poo2e men, commended by the ſpirit of Gov, 
and ſpoken of by vs, who becauſe they do not 
labour, they ſhould not eate, & J could wiſh 
fo them alſo, that by the good execution of 
dur lawes, the countrey might be rid ofthe 
burden and charge of them, who by the due- 
tie, and diligence of the officers ought to be 
taken and ſent to our bꝛidewelles, and mill- 
houſes erected fo2 the purpoſe, that ſo by iu⸗ 
ſtice they might bee dꝛiuen to that paynes 
and amendment ot lite which of themlelues 
they purpole not to pꝛac tiſe. Within this 
tompaſſe of pooze men we may include thoſe 
ulſo,vpon whole ſhoulvers it hath _— 


— — 
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God to lap the croſſe of pouertie fo? cher 
triall oz puniſhment : hauing beene ſomp 
times in very ſufficient ſtate, and able bot 
to liue ofthemſclues, and to releeue others 
in neceſlitie but now by ſome caſualitic, ar 
detaycd, and come behinde hand, and kallg 
into pouertie,as either by fixe, robbing, ſyq 
wrack,ſuretcſhip oꝛ ſuch like occaſione . 


therefoze are compelled to relye vpon a go 7 
nerall charitie, with whom we may in like 


T 


ſoꝛt ioyne the pooze ot our almes houles,the 8 
olde, lame, blinde, maymed ſouldicr, and & | 


ther ſuch impotent perſons, to whom ther 
are pꝛomiſes made ok farre better ſtates, i 
fo2 the time they can reſolut themſelnes t 
bearc of their miſeries W a ſhoulder of pat 
ence, and to truſt tothe good pꝛouidenct of 
Ood expecting a time of helpe and dcliue 
rance from him, And as theſe men are in di 
uers places of ſcripture perſwaded to quick 
nes and contentation, ſo here by the Apoſtle 
James they are p20uoked to retopcing, to 
caſt off all mourning and complaining, and 


3 


all partes of impatiencie, to conſider tic 


commodities of their lowe degree, to looke 
vp to the heigth and ercellencie of Gods 


kingdome p2epared fo2 them, to acknow 
icdge the mercies of Sov, to giue bin 
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chankes wichoue grudging fon his viſitatt» 
ons and ſo to liue, as that by their pouertie, 
God map accozdingly be glozified,and chetr 
afflicted bodies, and ſoules in the ende ſa⸗ 
ned : of which matter ye ſhall heart moze (if 
Gov permitte ) the next time. 


e 
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CS 5 br teioyce in his pouertie, 0; 


ler.0.22 24 theugh the Lozde by the pꝛophet Ieremie, 

a dothreſtrayne,and limite al teioycing, and 
gloꝛping to the knowledge, and vnderſtan- F 

ding or his will: ſaying. let not the wiſe man 

glozp in his wiſedome, no2 the ſtrong man 

in his ftrfgrh, no2 the richman in his riches 

ches, but let him that glozieth,nlo2ie in that 

be vnderſtandeth and knoweth me; and our 

Lukero.20, Sanfour would not giue libertie to the Se. 

uentie, to reioyce becauſe the diuels were 

ſubdued to them in his name, but rather bc- 

cauſt᷑ thett owne names were witten in 

heauen:and the bleſſed Apoſtle alſo woulde 

not diſpoſe ofhimſelf coretopce in any thing, 

but in the croſſe of our LozwTeſus Chiiſt,as 

| Galar.614. himſelte pꝛoteſſeth to the Galatians : which 

| places ouerthom not the wozdes of James 

here. bet auſe p ſcripture is not as a houſe 02 

kingdome deuided in it ſelte, but as God is 
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ſclfe, fo2 his woꝛde allo is one, and that nes 
uer iarres with it ſelfe. A general rule fo2 


all our iop is giuen by Paul tothe Corinth, . Cort. 


ſaying,he that reioyceth let hum rciopce in 
the Loꝛd: which rule if it doth ſquare out, 
and meaſure the vſe of our mirth, and glad- 
neſle, then whatſoeuer ſpeciall thing it be 
that we do ret ioyce in,o2 of,it can but be law- 
full in it ſelfe, and acceptable to God: 02 
the ioye of the faithfull is not in ſuch ſozte 
eyed vp as it were by the winges, in reipests 
of the receite of the graces of God, but that 
there ts this ſcope giuen them, that locke 
howe many good bleflings they are made 
partakers of from God, ot ſo many thep ina 
freely,and without ſinne be glad, and ioptul, 
p20uided alwapes that the rule be kcptc;to 
make God the foundation of their joe, and 
inthe vle chercof to haue regard of thank- 
fulneſſe ofthe benefite,and the pꝛayſt cf his 
name, It we ſearch the ſcriptures ij petuſe v 
hiſtozies of the Church, we ſhall read of mas 
nythings from whence the godly in al ages 
haue taken occaſion to teioyce: as of the de- 
liverance of the faithfull,ouc of the hauvs of 
perſecuto2s,victozy againſt the enemics,re- 
turne from captiuitie, the free courſe ofthe 
Golpell, the obedience and conſtancie of the 


F brethzen, 
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byeth}en,the gouernment of a good pyintt 
peace of conſcience vpon feeling of merci 
of God, A manp other things, which particu» 
lers if they happt covs,asthey haue of old co 
$ Church of God, we may in like ſoze, 4 ws 
our al offfce reiopce in the as they haue done. 
Do p hereby all the carnall reiopcings ol 
wicked arecodemned, who many times boat 
of theirſin,# triumph in doing euill,making 
not Gad, but Sathan whom they ſerue the 
foundation of their ioye: foz when the chel 
den of God are in ſome diſtrefſe, and am 
way afflicted, then as Tyrus reioyced at 
the ouerthzow of leruſalem, ſaying, a ha the 
gate of the citie is hoken, it is turned vuto 
mee, foꝛ ſeeing ſhe is deſolate I ſhalbe teilt · 
niſhed, ſo do the wicked Tyrians of al times 
clap their bands 4 are well apaid when they 
ſcethe miſeries of the righteous thinking 
the ſight of their calamitie, to be a ſufficient 
cauſe and reaſon fo2 their execrable melody. 
The poofe whereof is greac,and large tuen 
amongſt vs, ſecivg it can not be denied, but 
that there are ſuch ſcoffing mates, and 
riming marchants, as were in the dayesof 
Dauid, who made ſongs of his trouble. tti 
umphed in his aduerſicie,and ſaib, a ha a bs, 
our eyes haue (centhe man — 
1 
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theſe perſons, when they ſee neuer ſo little 
trouble ratſed bp againſt vs, that we are mo» 
lefted,cited, ſuſpended, excommunicated, in · 
A dighted,inhibited,and in ſuch like ſozt divers 
wayes bãdled, they cry out there, chert, ſo we 
would haue it, they make feaſtes one to ano- 
ther in token of ioy, and looke bigge vpon 
© vs, as ifthey would denoure vs, yea they 
> deale as the Phariſies ſometimes dealt a- 
dunn Chyift, who when they heard that Tu- 24act.r4au; 
das Iſcariot woulde betrap him into their 
dandes they were glad of it, and pzomiſcy 
him monty to doe if, ſotheſe men teioyce 
when they can haut any occaſion of aduan- 
tage by the canon law, the tmunctions, 02 o- 
ther wiſe againſt vs, and both by perſwaſios, 
and pzomiſes,voe incourage others to woꝛk 
our milchiefe: but they retopce in their boa⸗ 
lunga. x al ſuch retopcing is tuill. and thers | 0 
len we know to vur comfoze,p looke as be 
Lud boughe a moſt hozrible ludgment vpõ 
Tyrus foz triumphing at p fall of Ieruſalem, Exck.caps 
ſo theſe men ſhall not eſcape the fozce ofthe 26. K 27 
Lozds wiath, who being ielous of his bono), 
cannot abide co ſce his ſetuants abuſed, his 
Popkets, the apple of his eye made itil ing 
ltocks:t as we do admoniſh tht᷑, ſo we aduiſe 
all others, to be carefull in this caſe of their 
42 mirthes 
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mirthes and triumphes not to retopce i 

the wickednes of their handes, and inthe 
ſinnes of others, as it is ſeene no we a dazes, 

that there are thoſe, which take a feliciti, 

and pleaſure to make a man by abundance 

of v2inke looſe the vſe of his ſenſce, laugh 

at his dzunkenes, & relopcing at that, which 

the ſoules of gods childꝛen do moozne et *B,, 
they themſelues if there were any feare 4 
God in them ſhould convene in thenſclus: 5, 
but ſuch is the deſperatenes of this age ov 
reaſon of our coꝛruptions, and want of ga 
drſcipline,that the glozp of God lyeth1in <& BY 
duſk, the way of God ts tuill ſpoken of, a Phe 
ſin and iniquitie hath gotttẽ he vpper ham, Þ& 
and trampleth vpon godlines!: but leaum 

the ſoxrow and lamentation for the ſame m 
p2ayer either fo2 the rev2eſſe of all things 
miſle , oz fog: che ende and finiſhing of al 
things, to your Chaiſtian ſoules and conſt 
ences, I will pzoceede with the Apottie i 

the texte, who nowe concludeth with & 
pooze man, and giueth him a ſight of bs 
crowne and xlozp, and cauſe of iope, con 
ſking in a future pꝛeferment, oꝛ promoti 

inthe wowes, in that he is exalted, It. 

a common vſe not onely of the ſpirit of Ge 

in ſcripture , lait ofvs amongſt our ſclu 
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alſo in the time of a mans trouble to mini- 
fer comfozte vnto him by an argument 
dawen from the hope of deliuerance, and 
rmecdic in the ende. It pe reade the thirtie 
and one chapter of che pꝛophecie of Ieremie, 
the whole pzopheſies of Micha, Nahum, A- 
pacuck,” and ſo to Malachy, the laſt of the 
pophets, ye (ball haue ſufficient p2oofe, and 
inſtance of this matter. And in the newe 
—Eeffament , pet ſhall light almoſt vpon no 
Peate, 02 page, but per ſhall finde comfozts 


WP chis qualitie. Greate is pour rewarve in 


auen. Jt is pour fathers pleaſure to glue 7 v6 12.55. 


he kingvome , To dap ſhalt thou be with Luke 23.43 
ne in paradiſc . Lifte vp your heades fox Luke 21.25, 
ur redemption dzawerh necre. J will 12591415. 
t leaue pou fatherleſſe, but will come ra 
ito you. There ſhal not an heare fall fr the | 
d of anp of vou: this is the promiſe that 
hath pꝛomiſed vnto vs, cuen that cternall 
fe w infinite other places of þ ike impoꝛ · 
ace: which courſe is alſo followed and ta⸗ 
en at vs in our conſolat ions to our afflic- 
d friends, becauſe we knowe that there 
an not bee applied to their conſciences, a 
me ſpeciall matter of comfozte,then hope 
aſſurance of helpe , and reliefe at the 
. The very ſame maner of incourage, 
F 3 ments 
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ment, and cheering, Iames doth here lay = 
ſpꝛead befo2e the eyes of che pooze mi ui 
ing him to be contented with his ate, u 
pꝛactiſe patience, pea top becauſe the tine 
ſhall come wherein, although he bee now u 
greeuous miſerie,and lye in the duſt,yet hee 
ſhalbe lifted vp to a ſupzeeme decree m 
beigth of glozic, and ſhalbe made partake 
of all the honours, and ercellencies of th 
ſonnes of God: ſo that if there bee any bu 

ther oz ſiſter among vs,puniſhed, and afl 
ted with any kind of croſſe, and calanuti, 
whether it be pouertie,weakeneſle, (icknes, 
contempt, diffamation , o2 perſecution, a 
whatſocuer elſe the regarde of the pꝛcſen 
matter, we haue now in hand, may in great 
meaſure ſtrengthen their feeble armes m 
ſolace their heauie ſpirites aſſuring ther 
that the ſaid afflictions, ſhall not alwi 
continue, ⁊ indure vpon them, but ſhall han 
not onely an ende but alſo a recompence 
ſuch gloꝛie at the laſt, as all the milerits 
this pꝛeſent time, are in no reſpect woꝛt 
of, And leaf any man ſhould miſtruſt t 
truth of his pzomiſc,and ſtagger with vout 
of the aſſurance, it is with diligence to ba 
marked. hom of purpoſe to take away all ic 
caſion of ſuch increvulitie, the Apoſtle dot 
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here vſe not the future but the pꝛeſent tenſe, 
be doth not ſay in that he ſhalbe eralted but 
in that hee is cralted,as though hee were in 
pꝛeſent fruition already of the ioyes of that 
kingdome : the like oz rather moze effectu- 
all maner of ſpeaking is vſed by Paul to the 
Romans, whert to appꝛoue the certaintie of 
the glozic of the faithfull, hee ſpeaketh after 
the maner ofthe Hebrewes, vſing the time Roms. 13. 
paſt although the benefite be to come, in re⸗ 
ſpect ol the time with vs, fo2 he doth not lap 
there, that God wil pꝛedeſtinate, cal. iuſtiſie. 
and gloziſie the farthfull but that hee hath 
done theſe things already, and that the glo- 
ryficacion ofthe ſaints of God, is as it were 
paſt # gone, a moſt clegant courſe of woꝛds, 
ratifping, and ſealing vnto the elect their 
true and vndoubted bleſſednes, v there is no 
queſtion, but that p childzen of God now lis 
uing # as pet carping about them this earths 
ly tabernacle, doe notwithſtanding in their 
chſciences fecle as it were þ taſt a begining 
of thoſe erceding ioyes, wherof herafter they 
ſhal haue by p mercie of God reall,# actuall 
polleſſis, This place doth further ſhew,what 
isp pꝛoper courſe of aſpiring to þ excellt̃cie, 
t pꝛeheminẽce of the felicitie of Geds kings 
dome, x what y meãs 02 ladder is to aſcẽd 02 
14 climbe 


Rom, $17, 
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climbe vp by to the gate of-perfcct glozic: F 
not a dayntie, and delicate life, not a p2oud, 


and lozdlv behauiour, not a quiet ſtate free 


from all afflictions, and perturbations, but 
humilitie, lowlines, perſecution, killing, the 
looſing ol the life in this woꝛld, theſe are the 
meanes to ſteppe vp to the ſeat, and ſceptet 
ol true and triumphant happines. The man 
that is deſirous to come to a vayne of golde, 
hee muſt digge fo2 it, and diſcend into the 
bowels of p carth, without which diſcent he 


ſhall neuer fulfill his wiſh, Paul pꝛopoſet h; 


bcfoze the Romans, and by them befoze vs, 
the perſon of Chziſt foꝛ an example in this 
matter, who being the ſonne of God by na- 
ture,firft ſuffered, and then was glozified:lo 
that we being the ſonnes of God by gracec,x 
adoption, and heires anered with Chriſt, if 
we purpolc to be made partakers of his glo- 
ry we mult firſt be pertakers of his croſle, # 
take that courſe foꝛ our pꝛefermẽt which he 
did. The regard of which matter may be a 
ſinguler cofo2t to al Þ faithful who by reaſon 
of the afflictions ofthis life are after a fo2te 
battered and thzowen down in conſcience, 
wich ſome naturall diſtruſt of the gloꝛie to 
come:whoſe weake faith is to haue this ſup⸗ 
poꝛt, ↄᷣ their trouble and aduerſities, are the 
very 
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verie high wipes to Gods kings 
dome, and their milerie as it were the 
dooze , by which they are to enter and paſſe 
I in, ſo that the feeling of the ertremities of 
this life, is no cauſe why they ſhoulde feare 
dn bee diſcouraged, but rather is as an in- 
- denture, and firme obligation, confirming 
the aſſurance of their future comtoꝛts, whers 
- of God in his woꝛde hath made them large 
pomiles,* therefoze as they are hereby co 
plucke vp their ſpirites, and to comtoꝛt cheir 
© heartes, ſoon the contrary part thoſe men 
that receiue their conſolations in this life, 
cannot abide the ſmart of the leaſt afflictis, 
but ſhunning it themlclues, doe labour to 
increaſe the ſame in others, and adde to the 
bonds ofthe Saintes, and playe the tyꝛants 
gouer the pooꝛe, flaying them and ſelling the 
Jeuen fo2 ſhoes.and oppꝛeſſing them with all 
Fburdens, they may learne herehence what 
little cauſe they haue to reioyce in their 
fuſtes, o2 to take pleaſure in theſe actions, 
02aſmuch as the time ſhall come, wherein 
though the pooze be made here their foot- 
tooles, and bondſlaues, they like Popes 
wing on their ſhoulders, pet aſuddapne 
gange, and great alteration, ſhall happen, 
phen the pooze man ſhalbe eralted, and lifs 
ted 


Wild. 3.1.2. 
&c. 


The third Sermof 

ted vp tothe ſkies, and they ſhalbe taken hy 

t he iuſtice ot God, and hurled into the depth 
of hell. And that this is true, hearken what 
the wiſe man ſaieth concerning the matter, 
who ſpeaking of the different endes of the 
wicked, and righteous man, doeth pio 
nounce that at the iudgement of al flech the 
richteous man ſhal ſtande in great boldneſle 
befoꝛe the face of ſuche as haue to2zmented 
him, and taken away his labours, but the 
wicked when they ſee him ſhall bee vered { 
with a hozrible feare, and ſhalbe amazed fo: | 
his wonderfull deliuerance: and then they 
ſhall change their minds, and ſigh fo2 griefe, 
and ſay within themſelues. This is he wh 
wee ſometimes had in deriſion, and in a 
parable of repꝛoche: we fooles thought his 
life madneſſe, and his ende without honour, 
but how is he now counted among the chil 
dꝛen of God, and his poztion is among the 
Saintes, therevpon they hal bꝛeake fo2th 
into a condemnation againſt themſelues,t 
ſay,we haue erred from the way of trueth,* 
the light ofrighteouſnes hath not ſhined vn 
to vs, and the ſunne of vnderſtanding roſe not 
vpon vs: we haue wearied our ſelues in thc 
way ol wickednes, and deſtruction, and we 
haue gone thozow dangerous — — 
- 1 
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haue not know? the way of the Loꝛd, e fur⸗ 
ther, they ſhall then though too late growe 
out of conceite with their foꝛmer vanities of 
the woꝛld, and pleaſures of ſiane, which they 
inioped fo a ſcaſon, and ſhall crie out, what 
bath pꝛide p2oficed vs, oꝛ what gapne hath 
the pompe of riches bzought vnto vs, foꝛ all 
thefe thinges are paſſed away as a ſhavow 
and: as a poſte that paſſeth by,. cc. Sure⸗ 
ly ik theſe thinges doe not mooue , and 
cannot wooꝛke the heartes of our wozly- 
lings to another conceit ot themſelues, and 
better courſe of lite then nowe they holde, J 
muſt needes pꝛonounce they are made not ol 
fleh,but of flint and adamant, which beates 
backe the blow of the hammer, and will re- 
ceiueno impzeſſion, but I hope þ belt of the: 
and J doe alſo pꝛay to God oz them, that a 
new creatid of heart may be wꝛought inthe, 
that they map be touched with a feeling of 
their own ſinne x ſenſe of the neceſſities of p 
Saintes of God, and may ſo runne the race 
ofthis life, that the erowne of righteoulnes 
ſtoꝛed vp fo2 the faithful, æ the yigh degree 
at exaltatid top gloꝛy of the ſonnes of Gov, 
ſpoken ok here by James, may bee comunica- 
ted bythe mercie of God with them and vs, 
Foz y helping fozward of * 
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in their behalfe , J will now trace fozwerve 
in the ſteppes of the Apoſtle, and goe on with 
him to the ſecond part, 02 member of his cõ⸗ 


pariſon heare made, and inſtituted: compꝛe⸗ 


hending a ſpecial direction fo2 the rich man. 
teaching and ſchooling him, as well as the 
p802e man, how he is to behaue himſeiſe in 
bis good eſtate, and time of p2oſperitie, to 
wit, not to build vpon his wealth, as vpon a 
rocke 02 foundation, thinking that there is 
no qualitie of weakenes, oꝛ poſſtbilie of de⸗ 
cap therein. but rather to conſider the natu- 
rall tncerteinty,and ſlipperines thereof, and 
vppon that conſideration, to caſt off all his 
vaine truſt, and fooliſh confidence repoſed in 
the ſame, and while hee hath his riches in 
poſſeſſion ſo to vſe it, and diſpoſe ofit,as God 
in his woꝛde hath pꝛelcribed. Foz ſuche J 
take to be the meaning of the Apoſtle in the 
woozdes, Let the riche man reioyce in that 
hee is made lowe. That is, let him keere 
him ſelfe within the compaſle of his duetie, 
and thinke that as many times after peace 
comes warre, and after fayze weather a 
ſto2me, ſo a great mutation may happen to 
and vpon his felicitie, whereby it may come 
to paſle, that although he be nowe riche, vet 


he may be made pooze: although he be now 
moun⸗; 
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mounted aloft,, and riſen vp to the toppe of 
woꝛloly glozie, yet he may be pluckt downe 
againe to the earth, and thzowen into the 
duſt of miſerie,as many haue bin befo2e him. 
And therfoze he is to carrie in his heart this 
poynt of knowledge, and conſideration, and 
therewith to be armed in ſuch ſozt, as that 
when this alteration ſhall come, he may ber 
prepared fozit, and goe out as it were to 
meete it: laying with Job to his wife, ſhatl 
we recetue good things at the hand of God. 
and not euill alſo: o2 otherwiſe theſe words 
map be taken, and that with good pꝛobabi · 
litie and ſenſe: to wit, that the rich man al- 
though by reaſon of his {ufficiencie g good 
meaſure of wealth. he be pꝛomoted, and ad- 
nanced ta lame high eſtate, and ercel- 
lent calling, vet in his opinion he is ta beate 
a lowe ſayle, and to carry an humble mindc 
fill within him, to bee farre from any arts- 
gant, and p20ud conccit of himſelfe, and al 
though he be high in degree, vet ta be low in 
behantour, mgeſtare meeke; and in ſpeeche 
tourte aus, which thinges are able co winne 
the generall loue ol men, ven of enemies, 
in ſuch ſoꝛt to apply himſelfe tu the pꝛactiſe 
ol hum titie in his greateſt honour, as that it 
map be ſcene that a gentlens of — =- 
wits 
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lowlines of minde is moꝛe regarded of him 
then the quantitie of his wealth, oꝛ the qua 
litie of his calling : both thele conſtructions 
being ſo reaſonable and ſo agreeable with þ 
purpoſe ofthe Apoſtle, and the ductie of the 
rich man, wee will ſhoꝛtly by the grace of 
God diſpatch foz pour comfo2t,e cdifying.J 
hope you are not ſo inno2at as not to know, 
no2 ſo trowarde as not to acknowledge the 


naturall mutabilitie, and vncertaintie that ! 


is in this life, and in the poſſeſſion of riches, 
to day a king, tomozowe without a kings 


WM Keu.18.7.; dome, to dap aQueenc,no wivvowe, ſceyng 


no mourning, to moꝛow, a fall, death, ſozow, 
famine, and burning with fire. Salomon 
in his Booke called che Preacher, betyng 
wꝛitten in his latter daies after long crperis 
ence doeth dwell after a ſo2t vpon this ar- 
gument, pzoouing largely and ſtronglp, 
that there is nothing of tape , and conti- 
nuance vnder the ſunne,fo2 the very gener · 
tions doe paſſe and goe away,and all things 
haue their ende. Who would haue thought 
reading the beginning of rhe ftozie of Job, 
where tt is ſaid that his ſubſtance was ſcuen 


thouſand ſheepe, a thzee thouſand Camels, 


five hundzed poke of oren, a five huudzcd he 
Aſles,hts familie verie great, no man in - 
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the Eaſt part of the wo2ld like vnto him, not 
one amongett all the Arabians, Chaldeans, 
Idumeans, and the reſt of the nations come 
parable vnto him fo2 wealth, J ſaye who 
would haue thought that notwithſtanding 
all this, hee ould by and by reade concers 
ning him, that in one daye hee had his 
ſeruauntes ſlaine, his cattell ſtollen, his 
ſberpe burnt , his children murdered, all 

| that hee had, ſyoyled, deſtroyed, taken away, 
and nothing left him, yea his very body al⸗ 
ſo made a ſpectakle ofhozroz, and an image 

of miſerie , beeing ſmitten with ſoze byles 
krom the ſole of his foote to the crowne of 
his head, and no part remaining whole a⸗ 
bout him % It is not almoſt credible in hu⸗ 
mane opinion , that ſo ſodapne a change, 
ſo miraculous an oucrturie from ſo good a 
ſtate co ſo vyle a caſe , from fs muc he 
wealth to ſo much woe, could poſſibly haue 
happened: but the ſtoꝛie is true, and the acs 


1 
4 


ſelfe confeſſed, that as he was boꝛne naked, 
ſo he ſhould die naked, and that as the Low 
had giuen him that wealth, ſo he had alſo tas 
ken it away from him at his pleaſure, But 
what was Iob, an Fndfivell,and a repꝛo⸗ 


cident is nothing impoſſible, and Iob hims _. 


late : No ſurely, an vpzight and a inff f: 
man, | 


1.Pet.4. 17. 
18, 


Pſal.37.20, 


Pſal.73.18, 
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man, and one that feared God, and eſchew. 
ed euill, ſo ſaith the ſpirite of God expꝛeſſy 
ol him, and pet this change from riches to 
pouertie ; and from godd to badde fell vpon 
him, howe much moze then are the vngedly 
ſinners, and vnrichteous men of the wezly 
ſubiect to the ſame. Judgement ſaith Peter 
begins at the houſe of God, it it firſt begin at 
vs, what ſhall the ende bee of them which 0 
bey not the Goſpel of Gep 4 and it the righs 
teous ſcarcely be ſaued, where ſhall the vn- 
godly, and the ſinner appeare 4% Did Job, 
feele the ſuddainneſſe and the waight of an 
alteration, and ſhall thaſe iu whoſe hearte 


there is no feare towardes God, in whoſe 


handes there is no innocencis; and in whoſe 
minde there is no deſire ot any good thing, 
ſhall they eſcape the plague of the ſame : uo 
no, the Pꝛophet Dauid affirmeth plainely 
concerning them, that they ſhalbe conſumed 
as the fat ot Lambes, their pꝛoſperitie ſhall 
paſſe away, as a clowde, their Bay trees 
thallnot alwaies be greene, they Candc in 
flippery places, the Loꝛde will caſt them 
downe into deſolation, they ſhalbe ſuddenly 
deſtroyed, periſhed, and hoꝛribly conſumed: 
how many inſtances and examples can J 


giue you of this matter: but to leaue ll, 
and 


3 
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and to remember one, who can ſufficiently 
erp2eſſe, o2 thozowlp deſcribe all the glozie, 
maqnificence, pompec, pleaſure, pꝛoſperitie 
and wealth of Nebuchadnezar the king of 
Babel, who had power ouer all kingdow cs, 
amd all nations ſerued him, and did put their 
neckes vnder his yoke and bp reaſon of his 
conqueſt ouer Ieruſalem, and ouer Icho- 


iakim the king of Iuda, and ouer the houle ing 2.24. 


ofthe Lozde, his golde and ſiluer, and trea* 
ſure was mightily increaſed and yet foꝛ all 
this, as high as his eſtate was, and as in- 
firite as his wealth was, vou know what iu 
ice happened vnto him: he was cut downe 
by the watchman, his kingdome was taken 
from him, and hee from it, and hee became 


both pooze amongſt men, and miſerable a- Dan. 4 30. 1 


mong beaſtes. This the Loꝛde our God to 
whom no mi is like is able to do, he maketh 
pooze, and maketh riche, as Hanna the mo- 


thet ol Samuel ſometime did ſing, her eral» 1. Sam · 2.7 


tcth, and bꝛingeth lowe, it is as eaſie a mat · 
ter with him to make a man a caytiffe, as a 
king, and a peyſant as a P2ince, fox health, 
and ſickneſle, life and death, pꝛoſperitie and 
beggery they art in his handes, to giue the 
1 fo2 a bleſſing, and to inflict the ether fox 
; | *puniſhment, when, where, and how it ylca⸗ 

G ſeth 


lere.2.6.7, 
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ſeth him. Dow many men are there euen a 
mong vs, within þ cõpaſſe oł our own know: 
ledge, who ſomtimes floziſhed in p woꝛlo, + 
b2aued it out in v beſt ſozt, ⁊ who but they: 
wãting nothing that might ſerue fo2 the lul⸗ 
filling of their deſires and the gloꝛie of their 
pleaſures, ſwunming in ſilkes, abounding 
with wealth, houſes, grounds, ſhecpe, oxen, : 
many other things, pet nowe thep are ftript 
into their dublets, and turned as it were to 
their bag # ſtaſf, notſo ful beloꝛe as now they 
arc miſerable and emptie : this is the vntet 
teinty of humanc happines. who therkoꝛc but 
a fooliſh o2 rather mad man, will truſt this 
wozld,+put any cofidence in his wealth, and | 
pꝛoceed to ware pꝛoud thereof, as though it | 
ſold fo2 ener cõtinue with him, nap,ſuppole | 
it do ſtãd wa man a long time, yet although MW j 
bis riches leaue not him, yet he in p end ſhall & x 
leaue his riches, ⁊ be he as rich as Crorſus, 2 

b 

ri 


| 


02 as Diues was, yet at the laſt he ſhal iump 
with Lazarus,and be as pooze as hee, And 
therfo2e it is not in vaine that Paul in his in W tt 
ſtructiõs to Timotl. ie, dothj of purpoſe touch © ca 
this particular point of the vncerteinetyol 
carnall wealth. Charge them p are riche i 
this wozld (ſaith he) that they bee not high 
minded, x that they trult not in vncertain = 


* 
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ches but in the liuing God, #c. Obſcrue the 
attribute: he doth not lay, that they truſt 
not in wicked riches,deceitfulriches,02 ſuch 
like woꝛds, but in vncert ayne tiches, which 
tpithete, he doth thetr vſe as a ſpectall argu⸗ 
ment to diſſwade men from the repoſing of 
any truſt in the ſame : fo2 it is a great foo⸗ 
liſynes to truſt to an vncertapne thing:who 
will leane to a bꝛoken ſtatfe in lcaping euer 
a ditchꝛ what mariner wil hazard his ſhip w 
arotte cable what ma wil build a tower vp⸗ 
on a weak foũdation q what diſtreſſed perſõ 
wil in extremitie relie vpon a ficcle freinde: 
now ik it be a cõſequence of want of wit in a 
man to do any of theſe things, is it not 5̊ like 


allo in him p ſhal plãt his affiance in riches, 


being a thing in conkeſſiõ, os bꝛittle as a bꝛo⸗ 
ken ſtaffe, as weak as a tottt cable, as totte⸗ 


ring as a ſandie foundation, as vnconſtant 


as a wauering friend, as mutable as the 
winde, and as melt able as the ſnow ? let the 
riche man therefozc vpon remembꝛance of 
this point it he be caretull of his owne good, 
calf of his immodcrate deſire of wealth, and 
vnchziſtian opinion of the ſtrength thereof, 
| content himſelt tb lawful means in the vſe 
ok his trade, & if God doth bleſſe his laboꝛs 
as he hath pꝛomiſed to the righteous man let 
G2. him 
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him conuert his ſufficiencie to the inlarge: 
ment of the kingdome of God, bis glozie,the 
furtherance of his woꝛde, the comtoꝛt ot the 
Daintes, and the p2ofite of the Churche of 
God euery way, not peelding to the affectt- 
ons ofa fooliſh heart which will carrie a mi 
to oſtentation, pꝛide, and pꝛodigalitie, and 
other vanities,but in all his actions ſceking 
the honour of him, from whome he receiued 
his bleſſings : let himcarefully conſider the 
vncerteintie fo2 continuance in that he pol: 
ſeſſeth, and thereupon while hee hath his ri- 
ches. beloꝛe the euill dayes doe come, diſpoſe 
of it accoꝛding to knowlcdge and conſci- 
ence, leaſt when the yercs of dearth, and ne · 
ceſſitie doe app ꝛoche, then he ſay as a com- 
m6 Gameſter, and Diceplaper vſually doth, 
who hauing loſt his mony at one vnthziftie, 
will then lweare, and take on, and p2ofeſle, 
I would J had rather giuen it to the pooꝛt, 
ſaying ſo when his money being gone is be- 
come another mans, but when hee had it as 
his owne, he had no ſuch good minde ta do 
it. I my ſelte haue hearde many, who ſome⸗ 
time were in good caſe, and ſtate, but nowe 
are in the contrary, wiſhing that when their 
abilitie was good, they had done this, and 


that, tothe pooze, to the Church of Gov, 4 
1 
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che Pꝛeacher, and to other good vſes, but 
when they were in their pzolperitic they had 
noſuch good motion, no2 gracious ſceling 
inthem. There is yo doubt, but that Vines 
when he once felt the toxment, # knewe the 
cauſe thcrof,he repented ten thouſand times. 
that hec had not rcleencd LaZarus in his 
* life ; but then his repentaunce was too 
late, and had J wift, is alwayes the natu- 
tall and eſſentiall pꝛopertie of a foole. Fo? 
a wiſe man will pzouide a remedie fo2 a 
miſchiete while tune ſerues, but a foole 
when it is too late. Remember therefoze 
the Parable of the talentes, and therein the 
iudgement of that euill and ſlcthful ſeruant, Vat. 25.26. 
who not imploying his ane talent to the ad⸗ 
uantage of his maiſter, had the ſame taken 
from him, > giuen to his diligent fellowe, a 
himlelfe in the ende, as an vnpꝛolitable hirc⸗ 
ling thꝛowen into vtter darknes. And ſurely 
inthis reſpect, that plate of Salomon in his 
preacher is moſt extellt᷑t, who ſpeaking of v 
milcrable mind of the couetous man not has 
uing the grace to vſe his riches as he ſhould 
do. he doth affirme that he had ſcene an euill Eccle.s.1.2, 
vnder the ſun, which was much amõgſt the 
ſonnes ol men, namely, a ma to whom God 
bath giut᷑ riches,x treaſures, # honoz, a hee 
S 3, wanteth 
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wanteth nothing fo2 his ſouſe of all that it 
dcſireth, but God giueth him not power to 
eate thereof, Thich indeede is a plague of 
plagues, that a man ſhould hauc in his fins 
gers #cuſtodie, that, by the good vſe wher- 
of hee might doe ſingular good in Gods 
Church,to his glozie, and the ſaluationof 
many ſoules, ⁊ yet doth abuſc his bleſſinges 
to the maintenance of his pꝛide, bellicheere, 
wantonncs, lururiouines.cotetoulnes, vſu- 
rie. and other ſinnes, without any regarde of 
that duetie whereunto the wooꝛde of Gov 
doth binde, and direct him. Ik this thing be 
well marked, and aduiſedly conſidered of 
Luk. 2.8.9 our riche men. I doubt not but that by the 
helpe of God, the ſame good & pzudent effect 
which wꝛought in the vurigghteous ſteward, 
vpon the reckoning which his maſter called 
fo at his hands, wil followe in them, name 
ly a wiſe, and pꝛouident dealing while they 
are in office. ⁊ a purchaſing of friends by the 
riches of iniquitie, that when themſelues do 
want, they may be receiued into everlaſting 
habitations:but now.it we take theſe wozds 
in pother ſenſe,namely þ the rich man 1s not 
to be pꝛoud of his wealth, not to boaſt therof, 
no2 to be blowẽ vp in any arrogat coceit of 


himſelf therupõ, but rather co ioyn * 


© oo a — - 
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with p ſame, to be lowly in his own cies, a to 
bee ſo much the moꝛe lowly. by hom much y 
greater his ſubſtãce is, as p conſtructiõ map 
de g is good, ſo is p doctrine p2ofitable,foz it 
teacheth y rich mã, with what vertue ambglt 
the reſt, his ſtate muſt be accopanicd ⁊ adoꝛ⸗ 
ned,t with what tfperature,he is to mixe 5 


\weetnes of his abſidance,# p eminẽcy ot his 


degree,to be ful, pet to be as if he were emps 
ty,rich,+ yet as if he were poo2e, high in coũ⸗ 
tenance, and yet as if he were low in calling, 


to be ofthe ſame minde whereofthe holy A- 
poſtle was, as he repoꝛtes of himlelf.ſaping, Philip. 4. 12. 


Jhaue learned in what ſocuer fate J am; 
ther with to be content. I can be abaſed, and 

I ca abound euery where in al things. I am 
inſtructed, both to be full, and to be hungrie, 
and to abound, and to haue want, J am able 

to do al thinges t hꝛough the helpe of Chiſt 
which ſtrengtheneth me, as if het had ſayde 

in other woꝛdes, when J am on the one ſide 
pinched with pouerty, loaden with contẽpts 
oppꝛeſſed w miſerics,02 howſoeuer afflicted 
perſecuted, I am content J diſpaire not. A 
ſubmit my ſelte. a refer my taſe to the will, x 
pleaſure of God, and I doe wit h paticnce in 
mind, ⁊ conſtancy in behauiour endure, vn⸗ 
dergoe the burden ol mp croſſes. And on the 
other ſide alſo, when yn 0 
1 4» 
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of all miſhappes, when my foote hath cſca* F 
ped the fowlers net, and my ſoule the Perſe» © 
cutozs ſwoꝛde, ſo that my life # libertic is in 
no hazard, oz diſtreſſe, æ I fecle the want of 

no good thing, then J am not high minded 

J ware not pzoude, Iexalt not my ſelte at · 
rogautly, & pzeſumptuouſly, but with a ſo⸗ 
ber minde, in the feare of God J take am 
vſe the benefit ol his good bleſſings,the cui 
dẽces of his loue returning vnto him þ due! þ 
ties ofp2aiſe, # thanks foz all things. This 
is a ſingular diſpoſitis of ſpirit.⁊ a mirroꝛ of BY 
moztificatis a wiſdom, oꝛ rather pᷣ chick (kil 
& arte ofthe child2e of God to cary thtſclut⸗ 

ſo vpꝛightly, directly, & cqually in al occur 
rẽts, as neither by ptozms of aff lictibs to be 
bꝛokt᷑ E ouerthzowen, noꝛ pet by the ſweete 
dꝛaught of pꝛoſperous euentes to bee made 
dzunke, neither to bee diſmaycd with the 
ſharpnes of the Loꝛds diſcipline, and trials, 
no2 yet to ſurfet with the pleaſure of his fa 
uours,but ſo to liue and ſtand in both caſcs, 

as if they were one:+howſoeuer the wozlve 
goeth. o2 their condition altereth, to bee the 
ſame maner of mt, ot the ſame mind, behaur 
our,couernment,x quality til. TAhich good 
and conſtant example in Paul, if it were 

of vs imitated and crp2efſed, J ſhould chinke 
that the ouerflowing riche man 2 
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7 not ſo much foꝛget himſclfe in the time of 
F his felicitie as he doth,liuing in pompe, and 
S ſccuritie without all feare of God, and holy 
ererciſes:and that the needp pooze man allo, 
would not ſo often acquaint himſelfe, wich 
vnlawfull actions, pꝛactiſed fo2 his violent 
relcife,whereby many times the peace of the 
countrey is hazarded,and b2oken, but rather 
content himſelfe with his meane foztune, 
n liue within compaſſe of lawe and hone* 
ſy,relping vp6 the good pꝛouidence of God, 
7 which beeing continually wozking fo ſpars 
7 rowes, will not faple him ik hee faithfully 
truſt in his mercie. But pe le what the dꝛitt 
ol my ſpecch is by occaſton of the p2cſent 
woꝛds, that the tiche man if he will teioyce, 
and be pꝛoud of any thing it muſt be of hu⸗ 
militie, and not of any vaint confidence in 
himſelfe,o2 his wealth, to auoyde the vainc⸗ 
gloꝛious humoz of p Pharaſie, whoſe welth 
bed pꝛide in his hearte, and the pꝛide of his 
hearte miniſtred contempt to his lippes, in 
deſpiſing,and dildeyning his neighbour the Lale 18-11. 
Publican, Thich thing is many times a 
frutte, # conſequence of abundance without 
ſpeciall moderation, and gouernement. Foꝛ 
the Apoſtle affiemeth that che bounteouſs 
neſle of God leading a man torepentance ts 
not 
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not ſo taken ot him but rather conuerted t9 


an abuſe of the Loꝛdes patience, and ſuffe- 
rancc, to the hardening of hearte, and 


'5- heaping vppe of a treaſure of wzath fo 


lerem. 5.9.8 


himſclfe againft the day of wzath: and in the 
pꝛopheſie of Jeremie the Lozve himſelſt 
makes complaint that whereas by the great 
meaſure of his bleſſings powzed with both 
his hands vpon his people, he had pzonoked 
them to obedience, they cotrariwile follow 
ed theſwap ol their luſts,and being fed full 
aſſembled themſelues by companies inthe 
harlots houſes : they roſe vp in the mozning 
like fedhozſes , fo2 cuery man neyghed af- 
ter his neighbours wife. The experience of 
this woful matter we ſee in theſe daics plain 
lic as in a diamond, wherein the good bleſ- 
ſings of God which ſhould ſtirre vs vppe to 
Chꝛiſtian thankefulnes,are ſhamefully p10- 
phaned,and turned quite as it were againſt 
the heare, to an engendzing, and foſtcring of 
ſinne,and abhomination, As wee are cquall 
with Sodom ⁊ leruſalem in fulnes of b1cad, 


ſoin iniquities, pꝛide, abundance of iplenes, 


& neglect toſtrengthethe hand of the pooze 
and needie. Nay Sodom, and Icruſalem,and 


adde to the a third Samaria, theſe neuer co - 


e halle of our linnes, but we haue ers 


cecded 
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ceded the number of cherr tranſgrczions, x 
heut iuſtified all t heit wozkes. And did the 
Lo in his diſpleaſure make the carry their 


own ſhame, and confounded them, a will he lb ver. 


paſſe by vs, & our houſcs, not ſufter the ves 
ſtroper to come in hath he plauged his own 
citic wherein his name was called vpon,and 


Gall we goe tree hath he not ſpared the na» Rom. il. ci. 


tural bzanch, and ſhall we that are graftes 
eſcape the axe, and tudgment*; is it not good 
reaſon, and equitie, that if we commit their 
ſins, we ſhould alſo fecle their ſcourges* fo 
God is not parciall in his iuſtice, neither can 
any fauour oz regard peruert 5̊ courſe of his 
righteouſneſſe , but as ſure as he liueth we 
ſhal know the pꝛice of our ſins, ⁊ feelc the ful 
{mart of his w2ath as they haue done, except 
we pꝛoclayme our faſt,. and put on our ſack- 
tloch. and fic in aſhes, crying mightclie to the 


Lozd foz mercie, and eueryman turne from jonah.,.5.4 
his euil wapes,# from che wickednes of his 10. 


bãds, then the Lozd wil repent him of p cuil 
phe hathpurpoſed againſt vs, v not do it. 
which he hath ſaid he would do, he wil not do 
it, otherwiſe » abuſe of his bleſſings being cõ 
tinued. e p multitude of our other ſins incre- 
ſed,hatp2ocure þ ſuddẽ deſolatis, which ſhal 
neuer be reconered, ⁊ phozrible deſtruction, 
which hall cauſc our names to be * 


Wiſs 9.40. 
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ofthe generations to come, c Aell it tem 
neth now onely to ſtand vpõ the ỹ third x | 
part of our diuiſion, contapning by ampli. 
cation a reaſon of the foxmer ſpeech ofth 
Apoſtle, wherfo2e the rich man is not to tit 
to his welth,no2 to depẽd vpon the ſtregthe 
his riches, the reaſon is, becauſe the ſame u 
Salomõ ſpeaks, is as an Eagle which ſu 


It is a flying thing, a thing ſubiect to co 
ruptis & chung: no luer then p flower of the 
graſſe, which alwayes periſhcth, and van 
ſheth awap, There are in ſcripture mary 
fwife thinges to the vncertapne qualitics 


whereof the nature of wealth and riches s 


likened, and reſembled: as ſometimes to: 
ſhadow, which of it ſclfe in ſubſtance is no 
thing, but the bare glymſe of the body be- 
ing interpoſed betwirt the ſun © the earth: 
ſomctimes to a poſt, and ſpeedp meſſenger, 
who coming in polt departeth in haſt, either 
in ſome ſeruice from the p2ince, 02 in carri- 
ing newes to the court: ſometimes to a ſhip 
which paſſeth chozow the waues of the wx 
ter, che trace whereof being once gone cans 
not be found,no2 the path thereofſeene in the 
floods, ſometimes to a byꝛde that flyeth in 
the ay2c,and no man can ſee any 3 


dely ET wings, & flycth into p ha 
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flight: ſometimes to an arrow which is ſhot 

at a marke which deuideth the apze fo2 a 
time, but it commeth together againe im- 
mediately, ſo that a man cannot know where 

it went thozowe, andſomcetimes to the duſk 
which is blowen away by the winde, al theſc 
things naturally, and liuely expꝛeſling the 
hopeleſſe condition of riches, and the truſt- 

leite pꝛoſperitie of this life, But amongſt al 

CR other fit, and pꝛoper things to this purpole, 
| | the lame compariſõ which the Apoſtle vſeth 
in this place, is not the leaſt no2 the laſt in 
conuentencie,and aptnes, making an equali- 
tie betwixt the riche man, r a flower of the 
graſſe, which although fo2 a time it be very 

| Clozious , and beautifull, pct all the gloꝛy 
thereof is weake,and all the beautie thereof 
vaine,and ſubiect to a ſudden chaunge. And 

as in this place riches,ſo in other places ſuch 
things, as are in their pzime, and callant- 
neſle are compared with this flower, and as 
mongſt the reſt the time of pouth, and ponge 
yeares,ts tearmed by the name of the flower 
of a mans age, hecauſe then the body is luſty. 
the limmes ſtrong, the p2opoztion comely, 
the blood ſtirring, the wittes freſh, the me 
mozie quicke,all the powers perfect, and nos 
thing in nature wanting fo; inwarde and 
outs 
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outward ſufficiencie. But moſt commonly 
in ſcripture, ſuch things as be ſhoze in conty 
nuance, and in tate tranſitozic, are reſeny 
blcd to this flower, as inthe booke of lob, 
that holy, and paticut man, entring into: 
deſcription of the miſerable ſtate and court 


of mans lite fꝛom his byꝛth day, to his dying 


dap, affirmeth that man being bozne ſhes 
tethfo2th as a flower, and is cut downe, het 
vaniſheth alſo as a hadowe, and continueth 
not. Quickly come, and quickly gone:ſoone 
ripe,# ſoone rotten as the pzouerbe is, The 
crying vopce in the pꝛophet Eſay , vet 
make a difference betwire p tate of a graſl, 
and of a flower, the one being ol longer cov 
tinuance, though all be but little then theo 
ther. All fleſh is graſſe, but the grace of fich, 
that is the beautie excellencie, wiſdome m 
power of fleſh is as the flower of the ficth 
the flower is moze ozient, and elegant. the: 
the graſle, but the graſſe is moze durable, 
and permanent then the flower: both art 
ſubiecte to decay, and cozruption , but ye! 
the one dꝛoppeth to the carth ſooner then th 
other. Thich thing is to be applied to ti 
wozdes of our tert, and to be regarded 
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Mcreſembled, not to the graſle but to the 
flower therof, which of the two makes moſt 
ſpeede to conſumption. The holy Ghoſt 
by the p2ophet Dauid , doth of purpoſe 
deſcribe a flower, oz graſſe,. ſhewing what 
it is, and of what fozce , and time fo2 cons 
# tinuance, Foz hauing ſpoken in the koz⸗ 
mer circumſtances of the Pſalme , of the 
fraqillitie and weakeneſſe, of the bzeut- 
tie, and ſhoztneſle of mans life, pꝛoouing 
it to be of no longer perpctuitie, then a day, 
a floode, a watche , a fleepe, a thought, 
and laſt of all a graſſe, hee doth thereupon 
inlarge that laſt ſimilitude , by expꝛeſling 
the ate of the ſame graſſe, in the moz⸗ 
ning (ſayth hee) it floziſheth, and graweth, 

but in the cuening it is cut downe, and pago. . 
withered, TUhich is all one with that 
farther deſcription, which James makes 
heere in the next verſe ofthis chapter, where 
amplyfping this reaſon which wee haue 
now in hande, hec ſheweth the maner of the 
decay of the riche man, by the degrees of coz* 
ruption, wherunto the graſſe is ſubiect. Fox 
as when the ſunne ariſeth wich heate, then 
the graſſe withereth , and the flower fals 
leth away, and the goodlye ſhape ol it peri- 
eth, euen lo ſhall che rich man wither away 
in 
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in all his wayes: In which wozds he tou 
chcrhy general courſe of increaſe,# decreaſe 
in al vegetatiue a growing things,whichas 
they haue their beginning. ſo they hauc alſo 
their declination, and ende, aud cannot al- 
wayes continue in one Cate : ſo in riches 
there is a beginning, and that ſometimes 
baſe and ſimple, and as ſmall as the begin- 
ning of a roote of a graſle,o2 of the ſecde of x 
flower which is not great in the greateft, 
Ve ſee and knowe amongſt our ſelues,ma- 
ny who now are rich aud welchp, and in (uf- 
ficiencie farre beyond many of their ncigh- 
bours,who began the woꝛld but with aſmal 
Rock, with little 02 nothing, pet by the bleſ- 
ſing of God, ⁊ their own diligt̃ce, the ir ſtock 
is increaſed, their tate betrercd , and their 
roome and place nowe reuerend amongſt 
vs. Ahich beginning # o2iginall of theirs, 
I could wiſh many to reuoke,and call backt 
to memoꝛie, who are now fo farre gone with 
ude, and arrogance, by reaſon of their pꝛt 

t pzolperitie, that they foꝛgette the place 
from whence they came, the parent es from 
whom they diſcended, the ſimple ſeede from 
whence the great meaſure of their wealth 
dat h ſpong,aud their owne vnwoꝛthineſſe e 
Kerp wap without Gods mercic to receine 
* an? 


44 £3 4 eee ee EEG 


The third Sermon. 


my ſuch blefſinge. Thich thing being re · 
mebzed, and aduiſedly conſidered, I doube 
not, will wozke that good effect, which ts 
nome wanting in thoſe , whom#their ful- 
neſle hath made dzunke , and obliuious of 
their owne pꝛogenie, and the graces, and 
fauours of God towardes them extended: 
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name the ſharpeneſſe of that want, and ne⸗ 
cellitie, whereunto themlelues in the rem#- 
ce of many were ſomet mes ſubierte. 
| But by reaſon cf the common ncglecte at 
;f Eivilkian dueties in this caſe, weſeehowe 
u tultice the Lozwe doth deale with ſuch 
manerof men who floting vp foz a time, as 
theſea 02 flood when it aryſeth. yet at the 
alt are bzouche downe coalow ebbe, any 
lump in cocluſion with that bars kiggetree, 
which reteiued a curſe from the mouth of 
him who neuer bleſſeth vnrighceouſe bzan- , ug; 
hes, and by and by fo2 all his gloziouſe W 
lextes withered, and came to nochi » 02 
with that ſame gourde , which came vp as 
{dat othe fra of Tora pg tme, bus 
being 
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7 beefng fmitten by a worme pacſent 
] 1 | — ly vzycd vppe , ſo that as it ſpjange in 
. „ | 0. 


a night, ſo it periſhed in a night, Ex 
ples of our time in this caſe are ſuperfiu« 
ous: fo: the matter is moſt eutdent, and the 
men are yet liuing, whoſe ſkates are ſpect» 
cles of this iuſtict, and whoſe decay are 
glaſſes of this declination, their tree of 
wealth hauing knowen the fozce of a curſe, 
and their gourde of pleaſures hauing felt 
the woune of vengeance, ſo chat as their 
riches already hath , ſo themſelues houre- 
ly doe, accoving to the woꝛdes of James, 
in this place , vaniſh awaye as a flower of 
the gralle. TAhich thing being true I vac 
not a little marucll, that there arc ſom- 
ny in the wozlde, who contrary fo their 
owne knowledge ( foz in this matter the 
connot pleade ignozance ) doe make ther 
wealth cheir ſuppozte , and their treaſure 
their ſhooteanker , not onely being p2ouve 
thereof, but that which is an argument ofa 
miraculous vnſenſtbleneſle, dot plant ther 
confidence in the ſame, looking fo2 beißt 
and deliuerance from their ruſtic and ce 
rupte gatherings, which ſhall conſume 8 
aſuaple that meiteth, and as the bation 
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lrefruite of a woman, that hath not ſeene 
the ſunne . It was a ſpeciall thinge giuen 
in charge by Paul to Timothie that hee 
ſhould tniopne ric he men in no caſe to truſt 
in their riches : fo2 hee knewe ſufficient» 
ly howe to a riche man a perſwaſton inten* 
ding to truſt and repoſe in his wealth, is 
moſt plauſible , even as wee ſee it appa* 
rant in theſe dapes , by the actions of thoſe 
nen, whom Gov hath bleſſed with greet 
abundance, who pieſuming vppon the 
ſame , and thinking themſelues able there⸗ 
to compaſſe any matter, doe applic them 
ſclues to oppꝛeſſion and tyranny, by ex- 
coziating 02 [ſkinning the pooze man, cha- 
lenging thoſe landes, and poſſeſſions wheres 
in they haue no intereſt, but make a claime, 
and pꝛetenced right, of purpoſe to defraud, 
and vnvoe thoſe , whome they knowe by 
ttaſon of their wantes not able to make 
their parte good, by continuing the char* 
ges of lawe againſt them. And many o- 
ther vile thinge s or like nature, ate tem⸗ 
monly put in pꝛactiſe by them, net mi- 
ruſting the ſucceſſe of any matter they 
take in hande, intending, that if bziberie, 
end cozruption , and rewardes , map pur» 
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chaſe particularly, and peruert the righte 
ouſe courſe of iuſtice they will aſſuredly 
ſpeed of their purpoſe : this is the rex 
ſon that ſo many bad and odious ſutes are 
nowe vnvertaken and p2oſecuted , ouer- 
throwing the foundations, and ſtates of 
many good men, becauſe the opinion which 
the vnrighteous man hath of victoꝛie, am 
pꝛeuaplement by his wealth, is a ſpurrt in 
him to tyzranny , ſuppoſing that his golve 
ſhal beare him out, and the countenance of 
his money ſhall terrifie as many as reſi 
him, This oppꝛeſſour doth litt le thinke of 
the woꝛdes of Iames in this place, p2oclay- 
ming the naturall vncertapnetie of che 
riche man, and his Mammon, on of the 
mightie fooliſhnes of his heart, oꝛ of p iudg 
ment of God entring into his doozes , fron 
whoſe handes his money ſhall not ſaue him, 
no2 his coyne keepe him in the daye of his 
wath. Howe neceſſary then foꝛ the time 
is this doctrine, and that counſell of the ho! 
ly pꝛophet. Truſt not in oppꝛeſſion and tub 
bery, if riches increaſe ſer not pour hearte 
thereon, and that notable confeſſion * 
Iob alſo foz example and direction, whole 
life is a pꝛeſident foz vs, who ſometimes u 
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in great vehemencie wiſhed, that his arme 
micht fall from his ſhoulder, and be b26* 


ken from the bone, if he had euer made gold 199-3-24*4+ | 


his hope, oz had ſayde to the wedge of gold 
thou art mp confidence , 02 reiopeed in that 
his ſubſtance was great, aud that his hand 
had rotten muche , A confeſſion which 
theuſandes of our dayes cannot make 
with any trueth , whoſe whole truſt ſans 
drth in the he ape of their treaſure , and 
whole glozie in the poſleſſis of theit wealth, 
having che like vayne, and vaincglozious 
tenteite which Haman in the Booke of He- 
ſter, who inſtead of acknowledging p gcods 


neſſe of God towards him called his friends Heſter. 5.1t. 


together , and in the pꝛide of his heart tolde 
them all the glozie of his riches , aud the 
multitude of his childzen,and all the things 
wherein the King had pzomoted him, at. 
But ag ainſt ſuch maner of men the Loꝛde 
by the P2ophet Amos vocth thꝛcaten, to 
raiſe vp an afflicting nation, from the en- 
tring in of Hamah, vatothe wildernes that 
is a generall veſtruction without the eſcape 
of anie, becauſe they rtioyte in a thing of 


wught, and ſaie haue not wee gotten vs Amos 6.14. 


homes by our ownc ſtcrength © howe muche 
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better then were it fo2 vs, aud all men to 
caſt of this pecuiſh confidence in the arme of 
fleſhe and in the vaniſhing ſhadowe of car- 
nall things, and to truſt in him. and his mer: 
cie, who is the ſhielde, and buckler of the 
faichfull, the God of all ſtrength and ſalus · 
tion, and able ſufficiently to ſaue thoſe, that 
relye vppon his goodnes: howe much moze 
p2oficable fo2 our ſelues, and fo2 our ſoules 
comfo2table were it to put in vſe that ſweet 
direction of our Sauiour, lap not vp trea- 
ſures fo2 pour ſelues vpon earth, where the 
mothe;aud canker doth cozrupt, and where 
theeues doe digge thzough, and ſteale, but 
lave vp treaſure ſoz your ſelues in Hea- 
uen, where nepther the mothe no2 canker 
coupteth, and where no theeues can digge 
thozowe to ſtcale, Which woꝛdes if they 
were well conſidered, and diligently erami 
ned, woulde appeare to carrie within the 
compaſſe o2 bowels of them many good rea- 
ſons to diſſwade vs from all miſcrable inde 
nours of ſcraping together the pelfe of the 
woꝛlde, and all idolatrous conſidences in 
the ſame. J will not ſtande to diſcourſe 
at large of thoſe thzee ſeuerall enempes to 
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ſure is ſubiett, and muſt obey , fozaſmuche 
as there is nothing which a man externally 
can poſleſſe , but that in time, either the | 
mothe may frette if, oz the canker may co2* | 
ripe it, 02 the theefe map violently bzeake 
in and ſurpꝛiſe it, whereby firſt the coꝛrupti⸗ 
on, then the conſumption, and laſt the dan · 
ger, and ſmall ſecuritie of wealth is moſt 
fully and ercellent!y ſhewed, and withall 
the huge vanitye of mens heartes condems 
ned, who ferue with deuotion, and honour, 
that tranſitozie traſhe; wherein there is nei- 
ther ſtrength to continne , no2 ſubſtaunce 
to indure, no2 aſſur ance to ſtande without 
decay and loſſe: bug this one thing in the 
woozdes male bee with bicuitie obferued, 
that our @auiour doeth there remember vs 
of the place wherem we liue, and vſeth the 
ſame as a reaſon to withdzaw our myndes, |\/}} 
fra the heaping. vp ol treaſure in the ſame, © ith 
This earth is not our habitation, but tho- 1 | 
rowfare : wee are not heere as dwellers fo2 M 
tuer, but as ſoiourners foz a time, as all * 
our fathers were. wee hane heere no reſt, Micha. 2. 10 
no; continuing Citie , but wee muſt ſecke Heb. 3.4. 
one to come, wee mult haue wines as if 
wee hadnone , —_—_ as though 
4. we 
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wee wept not, and retovce as though wee 
retopced not, and buye as though wee pol- 
lelled not, and vſe this wozlde as though 
wee vled it not fo2 the faſhion of this wozly 
goc th awaye : and therefoze if there were 
any meaſure of ozvinary witte and wiſe⸗ 
dome in vs, wee woulde not ſo greedily aps 
ply our ſelues to couetouſneſſe, no? ſo car» 
nally diſpoſe ofour ſelucs to the loue of the 
wo2lde, and woz2lvly thinges as wee doe, 
becyng by our owne knowledge ſo natural- 
Iy ſubiect to a ſhoꝛt durance, and ſo conſtit- 
ly o2dapned to an vniuerſal deſtruction, but 
rather wee woulde reſpect that place, which 
is immoꝛtall, and that treaſure which is 
incoꝛrupt ible, and lape vp foꝛ our felues in 
ſtoʒe (as the ſpirite ſpeakoth) a good foun- 
dation agaynſt the time to come, that wee 
mape obtayne cternall life. Doe wee not 
knowe that the Heauens ſhall paſſe awaye 
with a nopſe, and that the clementes 
ſhall melt wich heate , and that che carth 
with the woozkes that are therein ſhall bee 
burnt vp * And if wee doe knowe it, is ie 
not expedient fo2 vs, that wee looke ouer, 
and beyonde all theſe thinges, and by a 
holy conuerſation , and faithtull hope. — 
pe 
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pett newe Heauens , and a newe earth, 
wherein dwelleth rigghteouſnefſe : Js it 
not requiſite fo2 vs to bee riſen with Chailt, 
and to ſecke thoſe thinges which are a- 
bout, where Chailt ſitteth at the right hand 
of O D, that when hee ſhall appeate Col. N . 
am tome in indgement with thouſandes ol 

Angels, wee maye alſo appeare with him 

in glozie ? My beloued bzechzen , and ſi⸗ 

lers in the Loꝛde, ſuffer the wooꝛdes of 
erhoztation : if there bee any conſolation 

in Chꝛiſt, if anye comfozt of loue, if a- 
niefclowſhippe of the ſpirite, if any com- Philip. 
paſſion of mercie, looke to pour ſelues, and 

regarde the ſtate of pour ſoules : let not 

the pꝛecious death of Chziſt Jeſus bee 

made without effect in you, grieue not the 

holy ſpirite of GDD by which you ſhoulve | 
bee ſcaled agaynſt the dap of redemption, -,..., |! 

it pour affections vpon heauenly thinges, 9 
md not vppon the thinges of cozruption, 14 
Tet your conuerſation bee without coue⸗ 

, to doe good, and co diſtribute Hebaz.r6 
Ngette not, foꝛ with ſuch ſacrifices God 
pleaſed, if all theſc thinges be amongeſt 
ou and abounde in pou, pou cannot poli- 
y bee vnfruitefull in the — 
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of Chꝛiſt. Nowe the God of peace, that 
bought agapne from the dead our Lone 
Heb. 13. 20, Jeſus , the greate ſhephearde of the ſherpe, 
21. thzouch the blood of the euerlaſting coues 
nant , make pou perfect in all good wozkes, 
to doe his wil, wozking in pou that whichis 
pleaſant in his ſight though Jeſus Chil, 
to whom be p2aile fo euer, and cuer, 
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